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Articles

History
IS Bunk

Marlyn Tadros

U.SA.

O “Accompanied by a campaign against
the Past-;- by the closing of museums, the
blowing up of historica monuments (luckily
most of them had aready been destroyed
during the Nine Years’ War)-;- by the
suppression of al books published before
A.F. 150...

All crosses had their tops cut and became

No, it’s not the dreaded Islamic State also
known as ISIS -or-ISIL. This is His Fordship
the Controller Mustapha Mond, in Aldous
Huxley’s prophetic dystopian novel Brave
New World. Mond was explaining the
foundation of that new world to a group of
attentive students. Destroying the past is
imperative because the past, our history,
reminds us of who we were in the past and
shows us who we are in the present. History
helps us learn from our mistakes, tells us of
our glories and pointsto our horrors.

It encourages us to make better choices for
the future. Civilization is built on the history
of peoples. We are descendants and outcomes
of our civilization. History encourages us to
think critically of our present and to ask
guestions about how to make the future a
better place. It inspires us — tells us of people
of moral courage and people who made moral
decisions in spite of adversity and
persecution. It also tells us of others who have
made evil choices.

It shows us people who have motivated
others to rise against tyranny and to seek
freedoms and warns us of people who have
chosen to oppress and enslave others.

Think Nelson Mandela, Rosa Parks,
Gadlileo, Thomas Moore, Joan of Arc, Che
Givara, Omar al Mukhtar, Jameela Bu Hreid
and thousands of others in all fields of life,
fighting for selfless causes.

4%

"'1.- f&fﬂ" i

o

=,

3

47-The Alternative Issue No 1 May 2017 <A

2017 e\ W1 ol it =47



:‘,_\
£ 5%

The Alternative

Think people who took the greatest care to
record their lives and times, with meticulous
in-script-ions and drawings on walls and
exquisite sculptures that narrate stories of
national glory -or-of grand and fervent
religious beliefs.

Think the Mayans, the Pharaohs, the
Assyrians.

A hatred of history, therefore, is nothing
short of a hatred of self and an unwillingness
to go outside oneself to attempt to learn about
oneself and others. But, as Huxley said: “That
men do not learn very much from the lessons
of history is the most important of al the
lessons of history.”

And then comes ISIL. The destructive
force of I1SIL has most certainly taken many
people by surprise — blowing up monuments,
sculptures, even entire cities that had any
historical significance. It blew up churches
and mosques — bulldozed entire cities and
destroyed even the graves of the dead.

Note the destruction targeting particular
histories — the Assyrians, the Yazidis, the
Shiaas. The deliberateness of the destruction
and the publication of such destruction on the
Internet as a propaganda tool poses a real
threat to these communities.

As the UNESCO -dir-ector stated, ISIL is
“using the destruction of heritage as a terror
strategy to destabilize and manipulate people,
to ensure domination.” Between destroying
monuments and selling others as money-
making loot, an entire history of a great
civilization is being wiped out — particularly
the Assyrians.

The rationale ISIL gives for such
destruction is found in one of its videos:
“These antiquities and idols behind me were
from people in past centuries and were
worshiped instead of God.

When God Almighty orders us to destroy
these statues, idols and antiquities, we must

do it, even if they’re worth billions of
dollars.” [CNN translation].

History does not matter. History is an idol
that needs to be destroyed — especidly if it
was created by ‘infidels’.

History is bunk.

We have no identity.

It is a cultural genocide eliminating our
Very memories.

One of my lragi friends, a photographer
and journalist, who was forced out of his
home in Mosul, told me how they burnt his
home with al the family pictures and other
pictures he cherished. One can never bring
those back. They are not only memories.. they
are history.. they are what forms his identity.

The Ford, the near-deity of brave new
world says it simply: ‘history is bunk’ — "He
waved his hand-;- and it was as though, with
an invisble feather wisk, he had brushed
away a little dust, and the dust was Harappa,
was Ur of the Chaldees-;- some spider-webs,
and they were Thebes and Babylon and
Knossos and Mycenae. Whisk.

Whisk — and where was Odysseus, where
was Job, where were Jupiter and Gotama and
Jesus? Whisk — and those specks of antique -
dir-t called Athens and Rome, Jerusalem and
the Middle Kingdom — all were gone.

Whisk — the place where Italy had been
was empty. Whisk, the cathedrals-;- whisk,
whisk, King Lear and the Thoughts of Pascal.
Whisk, Passion-;- whisk, Requiem-;- whisk,
Symphony-;- whisk."

Whisk... indeed.. history is bunk. While
we sit and watch the destruction of a part of
our civilization in total impotence and horror,
we are depriving our children and grand
children from understanding their own history
and past. We will tell them, as the Ford told
his guests, that once upon atime, asin afary
tale, there was “something called the
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“

pyramids.. and man called

Shakespeare.”O0 O3

March and February 2015 witnessed the
worst destruction — but it had started a year
earlier, whenever ISIL set foot in any city.
Here is a non-comprehensive list:

- destroyed Khorsabad, nine miles from
Mosul. It isa2,700-Y ear-Old Assyrian City.

- destroyed Jonah’s tomb in Mosul [June
2014]

- list of demolished Christian institutions
in Mosul

- destroyed antiquities in Mosul Museum
destroyed [video]

- Tilskif: destroyed personal belongings,
even photos & homes

- destroyed crosses on Mar Ephraim
Church’s main building, Mosul

- destroyed Al Hatra ancient city in Irag by
bulldozing it [video] [video]

- destroyed church in Nineveh

- destroyed ancient city of Nimrud in
Mosul. City dates back to 13 BC

- destroyed the Shingal minaret. Dates
back to antiquity & was regarded as a
religious symbol for Yezidi Kurds

- destroyed a Khadr Mosque — dating back
to 9th century — in Mosul
destroyed the Mosul
thousands of rare manu-script-s.

Library with

Education
and

Peacebuilding

Johan Galtung

TRANSCEND Media Service

O Over flying a land called Peace in my
intellectual helicopter | see three territories
with simple names: Past, Present, and Future.
And next to Peace a similarly divided land
called Hedlth. In both lands research is going
on—-more at the individual level in Health, and
more at the collective level in Peace-to avoid
suffering, called disease in Health, and
violence in Peace.

And to obtain joy, bliss, total realization of
the individual self and-or the collective Self,
the ultimate good, the summum bonum. Two
simple words for that are exactly Peace and
Health, also avoiding the ultimate negatives of
violence and disease.

Sounds important. But do they teach that
to common people? Isreal Health Education,
and Peace Education, going on?

We spiral down to Health-Present to find
out.They divide diseases into three: “traumas”
to body-mind-spirit; “contagious” diseases
caused by micro-organisms; and the
“modernization diseases” that are cardio-
vascular, malignant tumors, and others.

For traumas they teach care, first aid like
stopping bleeding and mouth-to-mouth
breathing against drowning.
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For contagious ills they teach hygiene,
washing hands and body, protection against
heat, cold, humidity and drought, and keeping
distance.

For modernization diseases the education
seems vaguer, but there is much about body
weight, right food, water and air, no smoking,
something, not much, about stress and strain,
and early warnings.

When we then move on, into Hedth-
Future, there is much about strengthening the
body, with right nutrition, and with exercise.

In Health-Past the focus is on living with
the consequences.

In short, some ideas about curative
medicine, preventive medicine, and how to
live with chronic diseases.

Not bad.

Informed by this excursion, we then enter
Peace. In Health they try to overcome
diseases and their aftermath, in Peace to
overcome violence and its aftermath.
Violence, also of various kinds, physical and
verbal, to the body, mind and the spirit, direct
violence caused by acts of commission,
structural violence upheld by acts of omission,
cultura violence legitimizing them, In Health
we did not find cultural disease justifying
diseases, except as a memory of olden times,
disease as God’s punishment or at least His
finger.

But sometimes disease is used as a cause
of health, like fever from an infection used to
destroy cancer cells.

The causes of violence-peace, like the
causes of disease-health, are complex.

A simple helicopter overview:

* for Peace-Present the problem is
unresolved conflicts, and the name of the
curative approach is mediation;

* For Peace-Past the problem is
unprocessed traumas, and the name of the
curative approach is (re)conciliation;

* For Peace-Future the problem is missing
projects, and the name of the preventive
approach is project building.

Put differently: for the peace problems of
the present we need to learn mediation, for
those of the past conciliation, and for the
future project building; three aspects of peace
building. The argument is not to educate
everybody to become conciliators, mediators
and project builders-as little as we demand
training as GPs, nurses, nutritionists and
physical educators of everybody.

What is argued would be something more
modest that can be practiced by everybody
like they do in Health: ability to learn from
and handle the past, simple hygiene, exercise,
good food habits and the delight a sensing
positive health in body, mind and spirit.
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What could that minimum be, for the field
of Peace? Rea peace education, today
missing, not only anti-war education?

Three simple, teachable rules for conflict
mediation:

* |learning to see conflict as a problematic
relation between parties because of
incompatible goals they pursue rather than as
incompatible persons, parties, states with Self
good-Other evil;

* |earning that all parties may have some
legitimate goals, and means and-al so oneself-
some illegitimate goals and means,

* learning how to bridge legitimate goals
through credtivity.

And if it does not work, to start from the
beginning, again!

Simple rules, with great effects.

The point is not only mediation but a
general culture of mediation, like the basic
point in Health may be not so much the health
professions as a generd culture of health, that
health is worth pursuing not only to avoid the
suffering of disease, but for ever higher self-
readization-the sky being the limit.

And the same for Peace, ever higher Self-
redization for collectives like couples, socia
groups, states, regions, for the world.

Worth pursuing. And feasible.

Equally basic are three teachable rules for
project building:

* people want to cooperate, but for mutual
and equal benefit, so  do to others what you
want them to do to you for equity;

* people also want to live in harmony,
suffering the suffering of their partner,
enjoying their joy, so cultivate empathy;

* projects do not last forever, hence
renewal, even new projects.

And people know that wounds from the
traumas of the past may be the causes of
future violence, so again three teachable rules:

* think through what went wrong and what
could have been done;

* victims are marred by trauma and
perpetrators by having caused trauma, could
they cooperate to put the past behind them?

* could there even be some joint project
for afuture together?

TRANSCEND works on this 3x3 in the
European Union-supported SABONA project,
teaching peace at school O
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Toys
buried
under
a palm
treein
Jaffa

Armineh Johannes

O Michd Hanna Hgj (born 1936 in Jaffa)
is a Palestinian author and political analyst
living in Amman, Jordan. Michel was 11
years old in 1948, when he had to leave his
native town of Jaffa, along with his parents,
sisters and brother.

His parents had to make the tough decision
of leaving everything behind and saving their
family from the Irgun and Haganah Jewish
paramilitary group mortars that were hitting
the city.

It was indeed not an easy decision to
make, as they did not know how the situation
would develop and if they would ever be able
to return to their home.

Michel still recalls his house in the Ajami
neighborhood of the city, in the south of the
Old City and Port of Jaffa, where the streets
were positioned paralel to the coast - with
small stairway-alleys leading down to the
shore.

He recalls his neighborhood, the narrow
streets, and the houses that were built from
limestone, surrounded by large courtyards.

When leaving, his family could only take
the strict minimum, and he remembers how he
buried his toys under a palm tree that stood in
the middle of their small garden, thinking that
they would be safe there for when he would
return.

But April 1948 was the last time Michel
saw his city - his limestone house which had a
climbing Jasmin tree at the entrance, and its’
gloriously scented white starry flowers that
filled the air with their sweet fragrance, the
“College des Freres” School in Ajami street,
where he sat alongside his Palestinian friends.

Al-Nakba weighs heavy on his heart. He
will never dig out his precious toys from
under the tree, though the toys will remain
forever buried in his paterna house in
Palestine, yet the memories of his city and his

>
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life in Jaffa as a little boy will never leave
him. By the end of the war, it is estimated that
over 90% of Jaffa’s Palestinians were
expelled -or-fled. Hence, Michel’s family
started a new life in Amman, Jordan, where
he still lives today.

It was in 1957 when Michel got married
and began his professional career in the
media.

He contributed to the production of
numerous news stories and programs,
working with major Arab television networks
such as a MBC, Dubai and Abu Dhabi TV, in
addition to severa globa networks such as
BBC, CBS, CNN .....

Later in his career, as the Regional --dir--
ector of the Middle East with World Wide
Television News (WTN),

He covered all the major events and wars
in the Middle East: the Indo Pakistani war of
1965, the Six-Day war in 1967, the Turkish
invasion of Cyprus in 1974, the Islamic
Revolution of Iran in 1979, the Iran-Iraq war
in 1980, the Lebanese war in 1982 and the
massacres of Palestinians in the Sabra and
Shatila refugee camps, the Gulf War in
1991.....

In 1971, when Michel signed a contract
with CBS Televison network, he moved to
Beirut together with his wife and children.
Alongside his work, Michel decided to pursue
his studies, and attended the Beirut Arab
University, where he earned a degree in
Bachelor of Law in 1974.

But in 1975 Michel the civil war broke out
in Beirut--;-- it felt like a dgja-vu for Michel-
he was transported into the memories of his
childhood his house and his
homeland...mortars and rocket

Michel’s house in Beirut, located in the
Christian Badaro neighborhood, was caught
precisely along the Green Line.

In 1976 arocket hit the bedroom of one of
his daughters, which prompted him to move
back to Amman where his family would be
safe — just like his father had taken his family
to safety in Jordan 28 years before.

Along the years, Michel wrote several
novels in Arabicc such as "lImmortal

Maysaloon" and "The man who found his soul
mate" which was trandlated into German and
Russian languages--;-- and a collection of
short stories titled:
published in 1955.

"Crazy love death",
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After his long career of 55 years in the
media, Michel retired in 2013, and decided to
engage in writing a series of analytica
political articles and books on the events in
the Middle East, the Arab Spring, Al-Qaeda
and Daesh .... Providing an in-depth political
analysis on the Middle East.

Using his valuable years of experience in
the region, along with his political insight and
great ability to analyze intricate political and
strategic affairs of the Middle East.

He published several books in Arabic
titlted: Daesh ... between sectarianism and
obscurantism, and "The Plot: A War to
Annihilate Daesh™-or-to  Annihilate Al-
Qaeda’, both published in 2015, and "The
New Middle-East - Politics and Strategies',

As a respected and knowledgeable author
and speciadist of Middle Eastern affairs,
Michel continues to write analytical articles
on the Middle East and is regularly invited by
television networks such as The RT (Russia
Today Television Network), Al Tagheer TV,
Sky News Arabia, Albabelyia TV, Al
Ekhbariya TV........ to provide his analytical
views on the current Middle Eastern affairs.

Though the toys Michel buried in his
paternal house in Palestine will remain there
forever, yet the memories of his city and his
lifein Jaffa as alittle boy have never left him.

His house and land were taken away from
him, yet no one can ever take away the sweet
memories of hisfatherland that will stay in his
heart and mind forever OO
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