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U The 81-year-old retired professor was expelled from Labour
outright with no hearing. (TeleSUR)

A renowned Israeli anti-Zionist was expelled from Labour on
Tuesday, as the party bureaucracy falsely accused him of anti-
Semitism.

Retired philosophy professor Moshé Machover told The
Electronic Intifada that the expulsion by the UK’s main
opposition party was a “clear violation of natural justice,” was
“Stalinist” and “completely undemocratic.”

He said he would be taking legal advice and was considering
whether to appeal the decision.

Machover is well known in scholarly and Palestine solidarity
circles as an activist and a co-founder of Matzpen, a group of
dissident Israeli socialists active in the 1960s and 1970s. He has
lived in London since 1968.

A spokesperson for Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn said they do
not comment on disciplinary cases.

But The Electronic Intifada understands the leader’s office is in
fact looking into the expulsion.

In a letter from Labour’s “Head of Disputes,” Machover was
told that an article he had written “appears to meet the
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance definition of
anti-Semitism.”

The article, “Anti-Zionism does not equal anti-Semitism,” was
published in a bulletin by the group Labour Party Marxists and

t the party’s conference last week.

it “won a 1

According to Labour Party Marxists, the Jewish Labour
Movement’s vice-chair Mike Katz accused Machover of being
an “amoral historian,” although he did not contest the facts in
Machover’s article.

In the article, Machover argued that in Labour, a “campaign of
equating opposition to Zionism with anti-Semitism has, in fact,
been carefully orchestrated with the help of the Israeli
government.”

Machover also critically quoted Reinhard Heydrich, one of
Hitler’s most notorious lieutenants, who he said in 1935 wrote
that the Nazi “government finds itself in complete agreement
with the great spiritual movement within Jewry itself, so-called
Zionism.”

Sam Matthews, the Labour official who wrote expelling
Machover, did not specify which part of the article he claimed
was anti-Semitic.

Speaking to The Times last week, right-wing Labour lawmaker
John Mann called for Labour Party Marxists to be “thrown out
of the party, every single one of them.”

Mann, who has been a leading opponent of left-
wing leader Jeremy Corbyn, claimed that the
group’s “scurrilous publication, which contains
anti-Semitic material, is good only for the recycling
bin.”

UK

Misquoted

The Times report misquoted the bulletin, claiming it
“discussed the ‘commonality between Zionists a
Nazis’ ” — the article in fact contains no such

Asa Winstanley



Labour bure
articles for

“Membership or support for a
for immediate expulsion, the letter states.

al party” is gro

Speaking to The Electronic Intifada, Machover said he was not
member of either the Communist Party of Great Britain or
Labour Party Marxists.

The latter group asked to use his article and he agreed. The
Weekly Worker is an “open forum” which is very democratic in
its publication policy, he said. He has spoken at some of the
Communist Party of Great Britain’s meetings.

He told The Electronic Intifada that he also spoke at elite private
school Eton College some years ago: “I went there. Am I
associated with Eton? I don’t know! If people invite me to talk
about Israel/Palestine, I usually respond. That’s what I do.”

Machover pointed out that Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn was for
10 years a columnist for the Morning Star, which is closely
associated with the Communist Party of Britain — another left-
wing group.

The letter to Machover marks
officials have cited the Internat
Alliance’s document containing a
Semitism as a justification for “forma

The controversial document has been promoted by Israel lobby
groups, because it alleges that “claiming that the existence of a
State of Israel is a racist endeavor” is an example of “anti-
Semitism.”

Until now, Labour’s leadership has only endorsed a two-
sentence definition of anti-Semitism, contained in the
controversial document, which does not mention Israel. This
letter appears to contradict that distinction.

The document could also define advocating for a single,
democratic state in historic Palestine, in which Jews, Muslims
and Christians have full and equal rights, as anti-Semitism,
because under the terms of the definition that could be construed
as “denying the Jewish people their right to self-
determination.”dU
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Not mine to ow

It belongs to a drawn-out struggle
That refuses to succumb
To guns on children’s heads
To power unleashed by the Devil
To bulldozers that turn homes into graveyards
To a false ideology that believes
God is the Commander-in-Chief
of the army of racism
Of hatred
Of genocide

We fall...on our blood, on our grief
But from them you rise
Like the waves at sea
1, those before me, those after me
We live... still, because we never really died
Flesh decays; a revolution does not
We lend our death to the force of life
Flowing through the veins of a struggle
Against chains
Against walls
Against invisibility
Let our death add to the heat in the fire
Crawling through the darkness
Ruled by the iron hand of ruthlessness
That feeds on the poverty of a people’s spirit
That drinks from the spring
Of apathy and surrender

Let our spirit live in the slogans
We have died
That the world may see the picture
Hidden under layers of untruth
That the walls may crumble down
That the gates may open

We have died
That liberty may live.
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ANTI-NORMALIZATION
A BIGGER THREAT
THAN BDS

U The boycott, divestment and sanctions movement has
dominated headlines of late, with anti-BDS legislation being
passed in Congress and in the Knesset; pro-Palestinian students
in America being "exposed;" an Israeli government minister
being appointed especially to combat this threat; Britain's
national student union joining the BDS movement; the list goes
on. Perhaps the BDS movement's greatest achievement is the
seriousness with which it is taken.

Yet, for those who are interested in advancing the cause of peace
by building the necessary trust between Jewish Israelis and
Palestinians, the BDS movement is not the greatest threat; the
anti-normalization movement is.

The anti-normalization movement has called for an end

The only joint programs anti-normalization advocates condone
are those that support resistance or protest. All others, they
believe, undercut the Palestinian national struggle.

While the argument for anti-normalization is intellectually
coherent, it is ultimately self-defeating. How, for example, will
those who seek a full right of return for Palestinian refugees but
refuse to allow them to engage with Jewish Israelis who reject
the idea, succeed in convincing the Israelis that it is a viable
option? How do they expect two conflicting parties to empathize
with one another's narratives when neither side has the
opportunity to learn of the other's struggle on a personal level?
And how can they break the victim-perpetuator cycle if they do
not seek an end to the victim-perpetrator identities? Preventing
the conflicting sides from interacting enables anti-normalization

@

and a full right of return for Palestinian refugees. These
three tenets are shared with the BDS movement, and, as

movement are far more serious.

It seeks to police all interactions between Israelis and
Palestinians, and, as such, disrupts programs that it perceives as
being unaligned with its agenda. This makes life particularly
hard for those of us in the "people-to-people” community — who
bring Jews and Arabs, Israelis and Palestinians together in
school, agricultural, high-tech and advocacy programs-or camps:

The movement does this because it believes that normalized
relations between Palestinians and Israelis draws a false
equivalence between the parties, and does nothing to address the
power imbalance created by the occupation. Normalization, it
contends, would remove the urgency for ending the occupation
and granting Palestinians independence and sovereignty.

|5 to all interactions between Israelis and Palestinians that | activists to define the "other" in their own terms.
Joel Braunold | do not subscribe to three key tenets: ending the
US.A. occupation; equal rights for Israelis and Palestinians; | In their effort to delegitimize coexistence programming, anti-

normalization activists lampoon people-to-people activities as
Israelis and Palestinians coming together to eat hummus then go

o such, the two movements are joined at the hip. Yet the | home. This is an utterly false representation of the people-to-
H“d% 1}"“?‘“1“017 effects on the ground of the anti-normalization | people movement today. Look at the thousands engaged by
alestine

Parents Circle or Combatants for Peace, the farmers whose crops
have not wasted thanks to Olive Oil Without Borders or the
communities receiving fresh water owing to the work of
EcoPeace. These are just a sample of thousands of people whose
lives have been changed through joint programs.

Change is painfully slow and real progress does not come fast
enough for those who suffer the brunt of the occupation, but
these joint programs are the best hope of fundamentally
changing.the worldviews of those who have been fighting for
generations. People-to-People work today has evolved to be less
about dialogue and far more about building trust. This is
painfully slow and offers only incremental progress, yet given
how each population fears the other, offers a real option for
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We fear that le racli gove could shut
down discourse on a people-to-people level by weakening
NGOs. The government has already introduced bills to tax
donations by foreign government to such organizations, and
brand NGOs or individuals who receive funding from foreign
governments as "foreign agents."

Another bill would limit the degree to which the Israeli
government and army cooperates with groups who receive
financial support from foreign governments. This has the
potential to prevent these NGOs' programs from ever being
integrated into Israel's public sector.

By starving their funds, limiting their access to the government,
and preventing them from communicating to the public at large,
Israel portrays these groups as foreign interlopers, branding
them, at best, as nave, or, at worst, as the enemy within;
dangerous agitators who draw false equivalences between Israel
and her enemies.

Israel's efforts to limit discourse mirror the anti-normalization
movement's efforts to curb dialogue — only the former does so
via legislation, while the latter uses threats and intimidation.
Together, these efforts become an anti-democratic front against
coexistence groups working to create a shared society. Both
sides hope to prevent having the voices heard of those who seek
a different path to that of the majority. Both sides fear that
unchecked discourse will undermine the majority's political
posturing and goals. Both sides seek to control the debate by
preventing it from happening.

Yet, if we are to see any progress in the areas of peace,
coexistence, security, freedom, justice and rights, it will be on a
basis that Palestinians and Israelis have a shared future. We need
space to run programs that bring Israelis and Palestinians
together to explore these values as one, without fear or
intimidation. Jews and Arabs are either destined or doomed to
share the land together. Let us work for the former to avoid the
latter.

Joel Braunold is the U.S. Director of the Alliance for Middle
East Peace. Huda is the Regional Director for the Alliance for
Middle East Peace. The views expressed are not necessarily the
views of the entire membership of the alliance.
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WHY I AM AN

ANTI-ZIONIST

QO The Israeli government deliberately invokes terrorist attacks,
rockets, and scary brown men in headscarfs to stoke the
population's fear, but I am scared of the racism Zionists use to
justify the occupation. Originally published August 2014.

'Not in our name': members of Jewdas at a Free Palestine demo,
2014. Credit: Ray Filar. 'Not in our name": members of Jewdas at
a Free Palestine demo, 2014. Credit: Ray Filar.

“l was in prison for eleven years,” says Munib, angrily. He
explains how his Israeli jailers would make him stand in water:
“Up to my neck, for three days”. He gesticulates, showing how
he was also electrocuted on the leg, as we drive the narrow road
to Bil'in, a tiny Palestinian village south of Jerusalem, next to the
separation wall.

I am in the West Bank to understand why everything I have been
taught is wrong. Munib is there because — though constantly
under attack - Palestine is his home. The facts are casual to him,
but they are told with fury.

Later I speak with Ertefaa, a self-deprecating Palestinian woman
who works at the refugee centre in Aida camp near Bethlehem,
where 5000 Palestinian refugees live in cramped confines: “My
husband was in jail twice, six months. My brothers were
imprisoned. The brothers of my husband, two brothers, were
killed — four months in between both of them. My daughter's
husband was also imprisoned.”

As a child I learned that “the Israel/Palestine conflict” is highly
complex, with a long history of wrongs on both sides. Growing
up as a member of an orthodox synagogue, pro-Israel politics
were the norm, and certain kinds of questions frowned upon.
Zionists:—those who believe Israel should be a Jewishshomeland
- say it is us vs: them: the victimised Jews against the murderous
Arabs. To condemn Israeli human rights abuses is to ignore the
Jewish history of persecution that makes the modern Israeli
mentality intelligible.

But the reality is much more simple. Today the so-called
“Jewish, democratic state” is synonymous with daily brutality,
land occupation, militarism, settlements, and dispossession.
Though varying forms of Zionist thought exist — each imbues the
worthwhile aim of protecting the Jewish people with nationalist
imperative.

For us to be safe, the thinking goes, we must have our own
country. To keep the country safe, we must use force to keep out
threats. Because the people living there don't like us pushing
them out, they are by definition threatening, and in need of
suppression.

Invoking security as the reason to maintain a ethno-religious
majority in an area where no such majority exists, Zionists
simultaneously dream up a mass of bloodthirsty Palestinian
terrorists. But to homogenize all Palestinians is fundamentally
racist.

Despite all this, at Sunday morning Hebrew school, Diaspora
Jews like me learn to celebrate the 1948 Declaration of
Independence, with nothing said about what this meant for the
700,000 Palestinians who were ethnically cleansed or displaced
from their homes. I was taught that any criticism of Israel, or of
Zionism, means that you want to see Israel destroyed and the
Jewish people evicted.

At 19, at the time of a university occupation against
Operation Cast Lead, I found out for the first time
that many people thought Zionism was wrong, that
massacring the people living in Gaza could not be
justified as self-defense. I was shocked, then angry, UK
then upset. "
A combination of revisionist history and _group mentality
maintains a significant Zionist consensusramong Diaspora Jews
— we see Palestinians living in poverty, their families killed and
their homes destroyed, and are told that this is because Hamas
does not care for its own people...unlike Israel.
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TODAY THE
SO-CALLED

DEMOCRATI
C STATE”

SYNONYMO

BRUTALITY

Operation Protective Edge, in which over 1900 Palestinians and
nearly 70 Israelis have now been killed, is just the most recent,
inevitable consequence of a brutal, militaristically-advanced
settler-colonial occupation encroaching on the lives and lands of
a subjugated people — using a 30-foot wall, settlements, missiles,
tanks and the withholding of basic human necessities to
perpetrate continued domination. This form of militarism is not
specific to Israel — the Islamic State, the treatment of Native
Americans in the USA, and South African apartheid bear
comparison - but that doesn't make it any more defensible.

People arguing in favour of Israel often play on its relative
democracy and tolerance, its status as a beacon of enlightenment
in the savage east. But Israel today is obsessed with ethnic purity
— its more totalitarian policies strategically enacted out of sight
of Tel Aviv's bougie bars and beaches.

While in Israel this year I lost count of the number of times I
was quizzed as to my religious heritage by random Israelis. The
question,” Are you a Jew?” was asked of me more in a month
than at any other time in my life.

Refusing to answer caused some consternation —
and where all interactions are guided by fears of
the Palestinian majority, of the loss of “the
Jewish democratic state”, I can see why. As a
counterpoint I also experimented with
purposefully telling Palestinians that I am
Jewish, the primary reaction being surprise, then
pleasure, and the short response: “welcome”.

“JEWISH,

In this way Israel is characterized by the twin
paranoia of security and ethnicity. The
government pretends that ever increasing
policing of Palestinian identities is what will
eventually lead to Jewish safety — but the
continual violent suppression of another group
will only cause violent resistance.

US WITH
DAILY

The policing is enacted through daily indignities, including
restrictions on freedom of movement. Military checkpoints like
Qalandia — which guards the route between the West Bank and
Jerusalem - exemplify the harsh reality of occupation.

With its blackened concrete towers and enclaves of barbed wire,
Qalandia is strategically designed to convey a message to
Palestinians: you are criminals.

To cross the checkpoint you queue in steel bar‘enclosed cages
barely wide enough for one«person to stand, surrounded by
rubbish and asinine “keep clean” signs.

IDF guards bellow through loudspeakers from behind small,
plastic windows: “Israel forever” is graffitied onto one window,
next to a Star of David. Travelling to Jerusalem one day on a

Palestinian coach, I was surprised when the majority of the
people got off the coach and stood outside in a queue, leaving
three other non-Palestinians and me.

As a white tourist I was allowed to stay on the coach, treated
Politely by teenage, machine-gun wielding IDF soldiers, while
people in their own country were routinely lined up outside,
treated as suspicious terrorist others.

These facts of Palestinian life don't gel with what pro-Israel
Diaspora Jews believe about Israelis and Palestinians.

Zionist Jews simply do not comprehend that the only people
who are in real danger of being made refugees are the
Palestinians, that while Israelis stress the abstract right to exist,
Palestinians are being killed in their thousands. Like other neo-
liberal states, Israeli government strategy deliberately plays on
the population's existential fear: invoking terrorist attacks,
rockets, and frightening brown men in headscarfs. This enables
the occupation to entrench itself across land it is not entitled to.

All of this erases an important anti-Zionist Jewish tradition.
While today a majority of observing Jews identify with the state
of Israel, there is both a growing and visible minority of anti-
and non-Zionist Jews, and a rich history of anti-Zionism within
Judaism. Political movements like The Jewish Labour Bund and
thinkers such as Abraham Serfaty, Emma Goldman and Leon
Trotsky are often ignored or dismissed as “self-hating traitors”.
In the UK today groups like Jews for Justice for Palestinians,
Jewdas, Young Jewish Left and the International Jewish Anti-
Zionist network are active voices against the occupation.

In practice Zionism is indistinguishable from the Israeli
nationalism that sees the oppression of Palestinians like Ertefaa
or Munib as necessary collateral for Jewish survival. Those who
support Israel are buying into the idea that Palestinian lives are
worth less than those of Jews. A cursory glance at prisoner
exchange numbers is demonstrative: in 2011 IDF soldier Gilad
Shalit was exchanged for 1027 Palestinians.

This month, hundreds of thousands of people have demonstrated
worldwide against the massacre in Gaza. Marching in London
with the Jewish bloc has been a powerful experience. Under the
banner “not in my name”, we show that Israel does not speak for
all Jews. Q4

Some names have been changed.

(About the Author)

Ray Filar_is_a freelance journalist and an_edifor at open
Democracy, working on the Transformation section. Their
writing has been published in The Guardian, The Times, and the
New Statesman, among others. They are the editor of Resist!
Against a precarious future (Lawrence & Wishart, 2015), a book
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I AM NOT
ANTI-

SEMITIC,

BUT I AM
ANTI-
ZIONISM

U The International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s
working definition of anti-Semitism states that, “Anti-Semitism
is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as
hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations of
anti-Semitism are directed toward Jewish or non-Jewish
individuals and/or their property, toward Jewish community
institutions and religious facilities.... Manifestations might
include the targeting of the state of Israel, conceived as a Jewish
collectivity. However, criticism of Israel similar to that levelled
against any other country cannot be regarded as anti-Semitic.”

As a Jew born in Hungary in 1937, I have some problems with
this definition. Firstly, I don’t at all understand why or how anti-
Semitism would be directed towards “non-Jewish individuals”.
As for “targeting the state of Israel”, as it is a “Jewish
collectivity” this is surely inaccurate. Israel has a.wvery mixed
population, with citizens of many.religious_faiths, as is Britain,
for that matter. Is the United Kingdom a “Christian collectivity”
because the majority of the population would declare themselves
to be Christians?

I have criticized Britain much for its trade in enslaved Africans,
which it did not stop in 1807 when Parliament made it illegal;
for the use of slave labor; for its colonial devastations; for the
ongoing racial discrimination; and for the exploitation of all
workers in Britain itself.

Is it acceptable, therefore, for me to criticize Israel for its
treatment of Palestinians when this is similar to some of
Britain’s actions of which I have been critical? I hope so.] agree
with the Alliance that “holding Jews collectively responsible for
actions of the state of Israel” is not acceptable. It is the state of
Israel that has to be held to account.

Among its “contemporary examples of anti-Semitism in public
life”, the Alliance includes “drawing comparisons of
contemporary Israeli policy to that of the Nazis.” With this I
totally disagree. I was a Jewish child in Budapest. In those days
children even in not very rich families in the cities were looked
after by nannies, who were peasant girls. So the woman I grew
to love, who was with me 24 hours a day, who cuddled me,
walked with me and played with me, was Kisuka. I don’t know
from which part of Hungary she came, or why she needed such a
job. What I do know is that a law was introduced making it
illegal for Jews to hire non-Jews. Thus, I lost my surrogate
mother. Not long after that my real mother and I were forced to
move, as many parts of Budapest were declared illegal for Jews
to live in; I lost my home, my toys, my books... We then had to
move again, to a newly-created Jewish ghetto. I was homeless;
homeless. My mother was unused to looking after me and was
bewildered by all this homelessness. I had not seen my father for
years, as he had been sent early in the war to the Forced Labour
groups supporting the military. And, of course, I could not go to
school.

My life was saved by a Christian minister who baptized Jews to
save them; he gave them new names and was risking his own life
in doing so. With a new name, we had to move again, this time
to a tiny flat shared with a similarly-baptized mother and her
son; I now had a brother. Sometimes we went for walks, and
once | saw people being shot and pushed into the Danube. They
were Jews.

I was told that if we were questioned on the street
I was to be the one to answer, as I was older and
knew my new name, my new place of birth, etc. I
was not questioned very often, thank goodness.
Would I also have been shot if | made a mistake
and revealed my real name?

Hungary

When I began to read about the treatment of Palestiniansiby the
Jews settling in Palestine, I was absolutely horrified. I had been
displaced myself, as had many other Jewss

Surely we could not inflict the same on the people of Palestine?
Why were Jews going there, I wondered as a teenager, instead of
struggling for total acceptance in the countries in which they had
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Reflecting further
did so many Jews emigrate s of years a
search of a better life? Why, when, where, did they confront
anti-Semitism? How did they respond? And why and how did
anti-Semitism develop? For what reason? It certainly existed in
Britain.

This takes me to more questions. That Balfour Declaration, for
example; was Balfour covering up his own anti-Semitism? Was
it to get more votes? Of course, as Britain was the major
colonial power in the world and had never believed that the
people it was ruling had any rights to their lands, their cultures
or their religions, the Palestinians were ignored by the then
British Foreign Secretary.

Millions of people left Britain from the 18th century onwards,
mainly to escape poverty; they settled in the Americas,
Australia, New Zealand and Southern Africa. The people native
to those lands were killed or died of new diseases; those who
survived were forced to move to the least cultivatable areas.
What would be the reaction here and abroad if the descendants
of all those emigrants now copied the Jews, claimed Britain as
their homeland and demanded the right to return “home”?

I also question the £50 million gift from the British government
for a Holocaust Memorial in London. After all, there are already
quite a number, and the Imperial War Museum is completing a
new, large memorial. Is this simply a payoff in order to retain
the friendship of Israel, Britain’s friend in the Middle East?

In conclusion, I reject any claim that I or anyone else am anti-
Semitic for criticizing Israel. It is, surely and logically my right
to be critical of the state’s founding ideology for the harm that it
has inflicted on the Palestinians. Am I anti-Semitic? Certainly
not. Am I anti-Zionism? Most definitely. dQ

Marika Sherwood

-born Marika Sherwood is the author of
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U Before Donald Trump’s inauguration, exactly a year ago, it
was hard to say — as with so many other policy areas — exactly
what approach his administration would take to Israel and the
Palestinians. So, one year on, what conclusions can we draw —
and what impact has a Trump administration had?

Trump’s first year is to some extent bookended by two key
moments. The first, last February, saw Trump express
ambivalence about the two-state solution, in remarks he made
alongside Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu, during the
latter’s visit to Washington.

In December, meanwhile, Trump made international headlines
with his recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and declared
intent of relocating the US embassy from Tel Aviv. The shift in
US policy prompted widespread protests by Palestinians,
violently repressed by Israeli occupation forces.

Trump has appointed officials to sensitive positions who are all,
to varying degrees, long-standing supporters of Israel. Jared
Kushner and Jason Greenblatt have been responsible for
formulating a so-called ‘peace plan’ whose details remain
sketchy.

Greenblatt has gained plaudits from some think-tank experts, but
his main ‘achievement’ has simply been to visit the region and
listen to Israeli and Palestinian officials. The Trump-appointed
ambassador to Israel, David Friedman, meanwhile, is a well-
known enthusiast of illegal settlements in the occupied West
Bank.

It’s true that the first year of the Trump administration hasn’t
meant total carte blanche for Netanyahu’s coalition of right-wing
ionali nd open rejectionists of Palestinian d. But

ONE YEAR O

points — such as attacking so-called Palestinian ‘incitement’ and
the role of the UN agency for Palestinian refugees — as well as
the promotion of tokenistic, economics-focused gestures for the
Palestinians.

Remember — for Israel, the status quo is just fine.
Settlements expand, land is taken, Palestinian homes
are demolished and their residents displaced. One
year in, the Trump administration is a willing
accomplice to Israel’s consolidation of an apartheid,
single state reality, and in doing so, is forcing the
Palestinian leadership in Ramallah to face som
questions about what lies ahead. (111
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Edward C. Corrigan

IS
ANTI-ZIONISM
ANTI-SEMITICG?

JEWISH CRITICS SPEAK

O When individuals, activists or politicians in the United States
and Canada criticize human-rights problems in Israel or question
the tenets of the political ideology of Zionism, they are attacked,
and accusations of bias and even anti-Semitism are made in an
attempt to discredit them.

The allegation that criticism of Israel is anti-Semitic is used as
an effective political weapon. To quote one anti-Zionist Jewish
writer:

Criticizing Israel’s mistakes is acceptable. But questioning
whether Israel is a Jewish state with a racist apartheid system
that renders non-Jews second rate citizens — that is not
acceptable. It makes little difference whether the criticism is
based on facts. Few people who cannot claim Jewish descent
would dare to criticize publicly. They are afraid of being
accused of “anti-semitism.”

Joel Beinin in “Silencing Critics Not Way to
Middle East Peace,” an article published in the
San Francisco Chronicle, discussed the campaign
to silence critics of Israeli policy. Beinin, a
professor of history at Stanford University, is
active in Jewish Voice for Peace and an editor of
Jewish Peace News” Here is what he had to say
about the campaign to attack critics of Israel’s
policies toward the Palestinians:

Canada

Why discredit, defame and silence those with opposing
viewpoints? I believe it is because the Zionist lobby knows it
cannot win based on facts. An honest discussion can only lead to
one conclusion: The status quo in.which Israel«declares it alone
has rights and intends to impose its will on the weaker
Palestinians, stripping them permanently of their land, resources
and rights, cannot lead to‘a lasting peace.

We need an open debate and the freedom to discuss
uncomfortable facts and explore the full range of policy options.

Only then can we adopt a foreign policy that serves American
interests and one that could actually bring a just peace to
Palestinians and Israelis *

In “Why It Is Essential for Jews to Speak Out as Jews, on
Israel,” Internet blogger Philip Weiss interviewed long-time
Jewish activist Dorothy Zellner. She is now working with “Jews
Say No.” As Weiss notes, “A lot of activists would say that this
is an American issue; everyone should be engaged. And a lot of
left-wingers would say, religion/ethnicity is a tiresome
traditional category, I don’t want to identify myself in such a
manner.” Zellner responds to these arguments and explains why
she believes that it is essential to address the Palestinian issue
“as Jews, and speak to other Jews as Jews™:

But the sight of us doing the unthinkable has many benefits:
There are a few Jews who are happy and relieved to see us
because it opens the door for them. They have felt uneasy about
Israeli policies for a long time, and seeing us seems to give them
more courage to speak their minds. There are also some gentiles
who are happy to see us because they have been afraid for a long
time of being called anti-Semites if they criticize Israel.

Just think what it would mean if a significant number of
people in our country started to break through the rigid,
unthinking mindset of supporting Israel right or wrong! And just
think what it means if we could have weakened the stranglehold
of Israeli policies but chose not to do it!

Because we are Jews, we naturally have a certain currency in
challenging Israeli policies. We identify with the Jewish people,
and we respect Jewish culture. Some of us are former Zionists,
and we know that Israel was never an empty land. We’ve been to
Israel and Palestine more than once, and we’ve seen the
checkpoints and the barbed wire and the guard towers with our
own eyes. We’ve been angry and ashamed that this occupation is
supposedly being done to protect us. Some of us have relatives
in Israel. Some of us are the children of Holocaust survivors,
and we say that what happened to our murdered relatives in
Europe should not be the reason for Palestinian pain.’

Here is what Norman Solomon has to say about anti-Semitism:
“As with all forms of bigotry, anti-Semitism should be
condemned. At the same time, these days, America's biggest
anti-Semitism problem has to do with the misuse of the label as
a manipulative tactic to short-circuit debate about Washington's
alliance with Israel.”® He added,

The failure to make a distinction between anti-Semitism and
criticismy.of Israel routinely stifles public..debate. When
convenient, pro-Israel groups in the United States will concede
that it’s possible to oppose Israeli policies without being
anti-Semitic. Yet many of Israel’s boosters reflexively pull out
the heavy artillery of charging anti-Semitism when their position
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is challenged.’
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But that makes a
Desmond Tutu, not to mention tens of thousands of Jews. . . .

The best way to reserve “anti-Semitism” as a term of
condemnation is to define it as hatred of Jews, not for what they
do but for what they are. It is to hate them just because they
belong to a certain ethnic group. [Abraham] Foxman is right to
suggest that you can be an anti-Semite without expressing any
racist sentiments: Many anti-Semites confine themselves to
expounding false claims about Jewish control. But you can also,
without harboring anti-Semitic hate, criticize Israel and even the
Jewish community for its failures. To suppose otherwise would
be to suppose an inexplicable wave of anti-Semitism among both
American and Israeli Jews, both of whom figure prominently
among the critics.®

To quote George Soros on the use of anti-Semitism, a tactic he
described as “the most insidious argument” to silence the
political debate on Israel’s policies toward the Palestinians:

Any politician who dares to expose AIPAC’s influence would
incur its wrath; so very few can be expected to do so. It is up to
the American Jewish community itself to rein in the organization
that claims to represent it. But this is not possible without first
disposing of the most insidious argument put forward by the
defenders of the current policies: that the critics of Israel’s
policies of occupation, control and repression on the West Bank
and in East Jerusalem and Gaza engender anti-Semitism.

The opposite is the case. One of the myths propagated by the
enemies of Israel is that there is an all-powerful Zionist
conspiracy. That is a false accusation. Nevertheless, that AIPAC
has been so successful in suppressing criticism has lent some
credence to such false beliefs. Demolishing the wall of silence
that has protected AIPAC would help lay them to rest. A debate
within the Jewish community, instead of fomenting
anti-Semitism, would only help diminish it.”

Soros can hardly be considered a radical. He is also Jewish.

Ben Ehrenreich, author of the novel The Suitors, wrote in the
Los Angeles Times on whether criticism of Zionism is anti-

seriously and no 1
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Establishing a secular, p mocratic government in
Israel and Palestine would of course mean the abandonment of
the Zionist dream. It might also mean the only salvation for the
Jewish ideals of justice that date back to Jeremiah. . . .

For the last several decades, though, it has been all but
impossible to cry out against the Israeli state without being
smeared as an anti-Semite, or worse. To question not just
Israel’s actions, but the Zionist tenets on which the state is
founded, has for too long been regarded an almost unspeakable
blasphemy.

Yet it is no longer possible to believe with an honest
conscience that the deplorable conditions in which Palestinians
live and die in Gaza and the West Bank come as the result of
specific policies, leaders or parties on either side of the impasse.
The problem is fundamental: Founding a modern state on a
single ethnic or religious identity in a territory that is ethnically
and religiously diverse leads inexorably either to a politics of
exclusion (think of the 139-square-mile prison camp that Gaza
has become) or to wholesale ethnic cleansing. Put simply, the
problem is Zionism'"

Dissident Jewish groups and individuals, however, are generally
ignored. For political purposes they simply do not exist. The
mainstream media rarely cover these alternative Jewish
perspectives. To publically recognize Jewish criticism of
Zionism and Israel would raise serious questions about
American support for Israel. However, there are rare exceptions;
sometimes views critical of Zionism are published in the
mainstream North American press.

Most of the rest of the world has a much more critical view of
the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land and supports the right
of Palestinians to self-determination. On December 16, 2005,
the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution supporting the
right of self-determination for the Palestinians. The vote was
170 to 5 with one abstention. Those voting against were Israel
the Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Palau and the Uni
Australia abstained.'" In another vote, held

2006, on the Israeli-Palestinian issue
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Rights Watch'*
Nations'® and even Israeli - ganizations suc
B’Tselem,”” Rabbis for Human Rights'® and the Public
Committee Against Torture in Israel' and many Israeli
journalists.”® However, these well-documented violations are
attacked and buried under a barrage of criticism that they are
biased, unfair for singling out the Jewish state or even anti-
Semitic.”'

My own record as a lawyer representing refugee claims against
Israel by Palestinians from the Occupied Territories, is 29
positives to one negative, a 96.66 percent success rate. However,
in the eyes of the supporters of Israel, this does not mean that
there are serious human-rights problems in the Occupied
Territories.

To them, Israel can do no wrong. Therefore, they consider the
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada to be “anti-Semitic,”
and the Jewish members of the IRB who rendered positive
decisions on Palestinian refugee claims against Israel to be “self-
hating Jews.”

A Palestinian is simply an inhabitant of Palestine. There are
Jewish, Christian, Muslim and non-believers who are
Palestinian. The indigenous Palestinian Jews were opposed to
the European Jewish settlers who flooded into Palestine with the
support of Great Britain.*® Palestinian is simply a national
designation like Canadian or American™

There are no racial, ethnic or religious criteria for being a
Palestinian. Only by right of birth, naturalization and descent
does one become a Palestinian, as in most other countries.

The Jewish state’s citizenship and immigration processes are
unique in the world. To qualify as a “Jew” in “the Jewish state,”
one must meet racial, ethnic or religious criteria.”* T

. 2
s of San Francisco.

[We] protest against the politi
the re-establishment in Palestine o
as utterly opposed to the principles o
avowed purpose of the World’s Peace o establish.
Whether the Jews be regarded as a “race” or as a “religion,” it is
contrary to the democratic principles for which the world war
was waged to found a nation on either or both of these bases.”’

The fact that these and many other Jews have criticized Israel
and Zionism is deemed irrelevant today. Jewish critics are
attacked as “self-hating Jews.”**

Here is the response of Bruce Jackson, one American Jewish
academic, for being included on the Self-Hating, Israel
Threatening (S.H.I.T.) List, which includes the names of over
8,000 Jewish academics, writers and other activists deemed to
be critics who threatened Israel.

The most vicious anti-Semites in America aren’t the few
surviving retro fruitcakes with swastikas in their closets, but
rather those self-righteous Jews who attack and try to silence —
without conscience, doubt or scruple — any Jew who attempts
to discuss seriously the ethics or morality or decency or utility of
any action taken by the State of Israel or the illegal squatters in
the Occupied Territories.

The latest in that venomous war against free, open and
intelligent discussion is the Self-Hating, Israel-Threatening List
(it’s an acronymn; get it? gee), which includes such enemies of
thought as Gloria Steinem, Studs Turkel, Alan Trachtenberg,
Woody Allen, Susan Sontag, Stew Albert, Susan Udin, Harvey
Weinstein, Ed Asner, George Soros, Art Spiegelman, Uri
Avneri, Richard Dreyfuss, Tony Judt, Neve Gordon, Jimmy
Breslin (I guess they made him an honorary Jew), Andrew
Cockburn, Barry Commoner, Sandy Berger, Phyllis Bennis.
Such a list! The opening prose will give you a sense of the
quality and character of mind involved in the compilation of
ist; the list itself is a roll of honor, and I’m delighte

ing of inclusion.”



against Zionism

The article provoked a storm of controversy within the Jewish
community.”’ Allan Brownfeld, the editor of the American
Council for Judaism’s Issues magazine, wrote in response to the
AJC attack on Jewish critics of Zionism and Israel that they are
promoting anti-Semitism:

It’s astonishing that in the 60 years since the Nazi
extermination camps were liberated, anti-Semitism has revived
and thrived. Still, it hardly makes sense to fight it by
promiscuously throwing around the word ‘anti-Semite’ so that it
loses its punch or to flay Jewish critics of Israel. 1 strongly
disagree with some of these critics . . . but if somehow an
anti-Semite finds common ground with them, that is hardly their
fault — and certainly not their intent. . . . It’s sad that the
American Jewish Committee commissioned and published
Rosenfeld’s report. I can’t imagine what good will come out of
it. Instead, it has given license to the most intolerant and
narrow-minded of Israel’s defenders so that . . . any veering
from orthodoxy is met with censure or, from someone like
Reinharz, the most powerful of all post-Holocaust
condemnations — anti-Semite — is diluted beyond recognition.
The offense here is not just to a handful of relatively
unimportant writers, but to memory itself. Shame.*>

One of the leading Jewish papers, For ward, responded to the
attack launched by the AJC in an editorial entitled “Infamy”:

It’s hard to fathom what could have possessed the leaders of
the American Jewish Committee to publish the screed posted on
their Web site . . . “Progressive Jewish Thought and the New
Anti-Semitism,” by Alvin Rosenfeld. . . . From its sensationalist
title to its tired invocation of the Holocaust in the opening
paragraph to its closing words about the “drift of ‘progressive’
Jewish thought,” the slim essay is a shocking tissue of slander. . .

The fact that it was commissioned and published by an
organization that once stood for dignity and civility in Jewish
communal discourse speaks volumes about the state of Jewish
leadership today.”

One of the targets of Rosenfeld’s ire, Professor Tony Judt,
argued that the real purpose behind the campaign was to stifle
iticism of Israel. “The link between anti-Zionism and

the American Jew

Michael Posluns, a p
Toronto, states on a web site ssed anti-Semitism: “Sad
and misbegotten missives of the sort below make me wonder if it
is not the purpose of mainstream Jewish organizations to foster
anti-Jewishness by calling down all who take from their Jewish
experience and Jewish thought a different ethos and different
ways of being as feeding anti-Semitism.”*

Here is the response of Lawrence Davidson, another Jewish
academic, published in the American Council for Judaism’s
Issues magazine, to the equation of criticism of Zionism and
Israel to anti-Semitism:

Those who assert that Zionism is the truest form of Judaism
must dismiss or discredit the critics of Israeli policies. For these
Zionists it is logically impossible for such policies to do damage
to Judaism because faith and fatherland have been melded into
one. Those who, like [Rabbi Jonathan] Sacks,’’ imply that
Israel’s behavior may indeed do such damage appear as traitors.
Therefore, they must be rendered “irrelevant to the world Jewish
community.” It would be interesting to see how today’s tribal
Zionists would react to the statement made in 1961 by the great
Jewish philosopher Martin Buber. Essentially sharing Sacks’s
distress, Buber asserted that “only an internal revolution can
have the power to heal our people of their sickness of causeless
hatred. . . . Only then will the old and young in our land realize
how great was our responsibility to those miserable Arab
refugees in whose towns we have settled Jews who were brought
here from afar; whose homes we have inherited, whose fields we
now sow and harvest; the fruits of whose gardens, orchards and
vineyards we gather; and in whose cities that we put up houses
of education, charity and prayer. . . .” Buber concluded that the
situation was so morally reprehensible that “it is bound to bring
complete ruin upon us.” Buber too would now have to be
labeled “irrelevant in the world Jewish community.”

The continuing disagreement as to what constitutes the real
values of the community has, in effect, split Judaism into
majority and minority parties. The majority element, which
controls the religion’s institutional manifestations, openly
identifies itself and its ethics with the expansionist, brutalizin,
policies of the Israeli tribal state. They have given
and their religion over to the Zionist dream
What they have inherited, however, ar
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The tendency to stand by Israel right or wrong . . . locks
diaspora Jews out of the fateful and often bitter debates that rage
inside Israel itself. Israel is an increasingly divided society.
Secular and religious Jews used to have more beliefs in common
. .. but for decades their interests have been diverging. They
disagree on most basic questions: borders, who is a Jew, the role
of religion, the status of non-Jews. . . . Helping Israel should no
longer mean defending it uncritically. Israel is strong enough to
cope with strong words from its friends. So diaspora institutions
should, for example, feel free to criticize Israeli politicians who
preach racism and intolerance, such as recently appointed
cabinet minister Avigdor Lieberman. They should encourage
lively debate about Israeli policies. Perhaps more will then add
their voices to those of the millions of Israelis who believe in
leaving the occupied territories so that Palestinians can have a
state of their own, allowing an Israel at peace to return to its
original vocation of providing a safe and democratic haven for
the world’s Jews.”

Rabbi Michael Lerner, head of the Tikkun organization, also
entered the fray:

The New York Times reported on January 31 [2007] about
the most recent attempt by the American Jewish community to
conflate intense criticism of Israel with anti-Semitism. In a neat
little example of the slippery slope, the report on “Progressive
Jewish Thought and the New Anti-Semitism,” written by Alvin
H. Rosenfeld, moves from exposing the actual anti-Semitism of
those who deny Israel’s right to exist — and hence deny to the
Jewish people the same right to national self-determination that
they grant to every other people on the planet — to those who
powerfully and consistently attack Israel's policies toward
Palestinians, see Israel as racist in the way that it treats
Israeli-Arabs (or even Sephardic Jews), or who analogize Israel's
policies to those of apartheid as instituted by South Africa. . . .

ile, the media has been abuzz with stori
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When this bubble of repression
open resentment at the way Jewish politi ess has been
imposed, it may really yield a “new” anti-Semitism. To prevent
that, the voices of dissent on Israeli policy must be given the
same national exposure in the media and American politics that
the voices of the Jewish establishment have been given.'

Another example of Jewish opinion that is critical of Israel is an
Open Letter signed by 375 Jewish peace activists in defense of
Hermann Dierkes, a trade unionist and leader of the Left Party
(Die Linke) in the German city of Duisburg. The opening
statement of the letter reads: “We are peace activists of Jewish
background. Some of us typically identify in this way; others of
us do not. But we all object to those who claim to speak for all
Jews or who use charges of anti-Semitism to attempt to squelch
legitimate dissent.”

There is clear evidence that the American Jewish community is
not of one mind on the issue of Zionism, Israel, and America’s
relationship with the Jewish state. The formation in 2008 of J
Street, a new pro-Israel lobby group, is one example of
divergent American Jewish opinion. The group defines itself as
Zionist but “with progressive views” on Israel. In particular, it
opposes the continued occupation of the West Bank and Gaza
and supports a two-state solution. Jeremy Ben-Ami, the founder
and executive director of J Street, does not accept the “public
harmony” dictum on Israel. In an interview published in the New
York Times, Ben-Ami explained: “We’re trying to redefine what
it means to be pro-Israel. You don’t have to be noncritical. You
don’t have to adopt the party line. It’s not, ‘Israel, right or

wrong. 2¢e43

Since the organization was founded, J Street’s budget has

doubled, to $3 million. Its lobbying staff has also doubled, to

six. It is tiny compared with the American Israel Public Affai
mmittee (AIPAC)Z“Whose “lobbying prowess is a
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Congress to act as the pres1dent s blocking back.”*®

There is no rational basis for the argument that criticism of the
state of Israel and the political ideology of Zionism is
anti-Semitic, just as it makes no sense to consider criticizing
apartheid South Africa’s racist policies toward blacks as
evidence of racism toward whites, or that criticism of Nazi
policies toward the Jews should not be allowed because it is
evidence of racism against Germans.

Similarly, if you criticize American policy toward the Iraq war
and torture at Abu Ghraib Prison, or the Jim Crow laws that
institutionalized discrimination against blacks in the southern
states,” that you are racist against Americans. This argument is
obviously absurd and should not even require a response.

In a free society, one has a basic right to evaluate and criticize a
political ideology or movement and to review and criticize a
state’s policies.

A critique should be evaluated on the basis of the truthfulness of
the facts and the logic of the arguments presented.

One also has a right to present alternative facts and engage in
debate. When one side wants to avoid debate, divert the
discussion or suppress the topic and launches personal attacks
against its opponents, it is almost certain that it is hiding some
uncomfortable truths.

Palestinians are, however, charged with anti-Semitism if they
complain about the destruction of 531 of their villages; the
ethnic cleansing of their cities;”® the loss of their country and
rights to citizenship, and then not being allowed to return to their
homes in contravention of international law; or the
discriminatory policies of the Jewish National Fund;* the
inequities of the Jewish Law of Return;” house demolitions;’'
discrimination against Muslims and Christian Palestinians;>*
illegal Jewish-only settlements;> the more than 600 Israeli
military checkpoints in the West Bank;>* the 42 years of military
occupatlon of Gaza and the West Bank; the program of targeted

;> the well-documented cases of % the

There is also much to criticiz ab world, but it would be
absurd to say that one cannot criticize Saudi Arabia for its
treatment of women or its human-rights record, because such
criticism is racist against Arabs or is anti-Muslim. A person who
made such an argument would be laughed at. No one would take
him or the argument seriously.

Yet the allegation of anti-Semitism is a frequent smear tactic that
has been used against non-Jewish individuals who have publicly
supported Palestinian human rights.”

To conclude, here is what Ran HaCohen, an Israeli academic,
has to say about using anti-Semitism as a means of silencing
criticism of Israel’s policies toward the Palestinians.

The eve of the Jewish New Year is an excellent occasion for
what Jewish tradition calls Kheshbon Nefesh, or soul-searching,
on so-called “anti-Semitism,” which has now become the single
most important element of Jewish identity. Jews may believe in
God or not, eat pork or not, live in Israel or not, but they are all
united by their unlimited belief in anti-Semitism.

When a Palestinian kills innocent Israeli civilians, it’s anti-
Semitism. When Palestinians attack soldiers of Israel’s
occupation army in their own village, it’s anti-Semitism. When
the UN General Assembly votes 133 to 4 condemning Israel’s
decision to murder the elected Palestinian leader, it means that
except for the US, Micronesia and the Marshal Islands, all other
countries on the globe are anti-Semitic. Even when a pregnant
Palestinian woman is stopped at an Israeli check-point and gives
birth in an open field, the only lesson to be learnt is that Ha’aretz
journalist Gideon Levy — who reported two such cases in the
past two weeks, one in which the baby died — is an anti-Semite.

Anti-Semitism is an all-encompassing explanation. Anything
unpleasant to anti-Palestinian ears is just another instance of
anti-Semitism. Jewish consciousness focused on anti-Semitism
has taken the shape of anti-Semitic conspiracy theories like that
of The Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion: whereas the
anti-Semitic classic relates every calamity to Jewish conspirac
Jews relate to anti-semitic conspiracy every crltlcls
As we shall see, this is not the only si
anti-Palestinianism and anti-Semitism.
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Introducing Air Canada’s
new leisure airline.




Roberta D'Amore
Italy

Quando nasce un bambino, nasce una mamma .

Prescindendo dall’immagine patinata che la nostra societa ci impone, dobbiamo ammettere che diventare
genitore € un percorso arduo, che suscita sentimenti ambivalenti .

Improvvisamente, abbiamo la responsabilita di un’altra persona, che ¢ parte di noi e nello stesso tempo ¢ altro
da noi. E questa responsabilita a volte ci puo apparire soverchiante .

Dobbiamo sfatare il mito che la maternita e la genitorialita in genere, sia solo luci. °
Ci sono anche le ombre. E umano che ci siano. Alla nascita del bambino S
corrisponde la nascita psicologica della mamma, che deve crearsi una nuova eNZa d' te
identita.

Non si diventa madre nel momento in cui il proprio bambino viene alla luce, si
diviene madri gradualmente

Anzi, questa nuova condizione porta a rivedere un po’ tutte le relazioni esistenti. Si
arriva a ridefinire il ruolo che si occupa nella propria famiglia .

Cio che pero va ribadito con forza, e che con questa lettera a mia figlia ho cercato
di evidenziare, ¢ che il modo in cui si ama il proprio bambino & quello che gli
permettera in futuro di amare e di essere riamato a sua volta; che ogni mamma ¢
giustamente, umanamente, imperfetta: insegna, ma capita che possa sbagliare; che
ogni mamma impara, continuamente, dal proprio figlio, anzi ,dai propri figli, ROBERTA ’AMORE
perché ogni bambino € un universo a s¢ .

Soprattutto, ho cercato di evidenziare che ¢ fondamentale trasmettere il rispetto per il principio della parita di
genere, perché ¢ dal concetto opposto che nasce la violenza. Sempre e comunque .

Lo dobbiamo insegnare ai nostri figli sin da piccoli, perché un Paese dove non c’¢ rispetto per I’altro e per la
parita di genere, in modo inesorabile, sprofonda culturalmente ed economicamente.

copie attraverso l'indirizzo di posta el
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Prohibition of

the importation
of honey bees

Under the authority of the Animal Health and Protection Act,
a person shall not bring honey bees (Apis mellifera) or honey
bee hives into the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador
unless accompanied by a certificate signed by an official
veterinarian or licensed veterinarian in the place of origin.

The honeybees and hives must be free from the

following pes
« honey bee tracheal mite (Acarapis woodi)

« varroa mite (Varroa destructor)
« greater wax moth (Galleria mellonella); and €

: il e
« small hive beetle (Aethina tumida) ;
Newfoundland
Labrador

For more information, please contact
ocvo@gov.nl.ca | 709.637.2046 Forestry and Agrifoods Agency
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Ray Filar

Why I am an
anti-Zionist Jew?

Joel Braunold

Anti-Normalization
A Bigger Threat
Than BDS

Edward C. Corrigan

Is Anti-Zionism
Anti-Semitic?
Jewish Critics Speak

Ben White

Trump and Palestine
One Year On

Maria Sherwood

Iam
Not Anti-Semitic
butI am
Anti-Zionism

Al Kateb Magazine




