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MASSACRE

U When Palestinian refugees were massacred in Beirut in
1982, Dr. Swee Chai Ang, a refugee living in the UK., was
working as a young volunteer medic in the camp. On the 35th
anniversary, Ang describes her memories and unanswered
questions.

An elderly Palestinian woman prays in front of a poster bearing
pictures of her killed relatives during a memorial ceremony
commemorating the Sabra-Shatila massacre in 2010.

THIRTY-SIX YEARS AGO, as Israecl overran West Beirut,
Lebanese Christian militiamen entered the Palestinian refugee
camps of Sabra and Shatila in West Beirut. Over three days,
Israeli forces sealed the camp and allowed them to slaughter
several thousand refugees.

I was then a young orthopedic trainee who had
resigned from St. Thomas Hospital in London
to join a Christian Aid medical team helping
those wounded during Israel’s invasion of
Lebanon a few months earlier. Beirut was
under siege. Water, food, -electsi
medicines were blockaded.

estimated

would return ho
materialized. This is their 69th
was erased from the map of the
comprising half of the population
grown to 5 million.

Soon after my arrival in Beirut, Yasser Arafat’s Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) left the city. It was the price
demanded by Israel to stop further bombardment of Lebanon
and to lift the 10-week military blockade. Fourteen thousand
men and women left Lebanon after a guarantee by western
powers that their families who were left behind would be
protected by a multinational peacekeeping force.

Those leaving were fighters, civil servants, doctors, nurses,
lecturers, unionists, journalists, engineers and technicians. The
PLO was the Palestinians’ government in exile, and the largest
employer. Thousands of Palestinian families, many of whom
had lost members in the invasion, now were without their
breadwinner, often the father or the eldest brother in the family.

The cease-fire lasted only three weeks. The multinational
peacekeeping force, entrusted by the cease-fire agreement to
protect civilians, abruptly withdrew. Shortly after, Lebanon’s
newly installed Christian president, Bashir Gemayel, was
assassinated.

Then, on September 15, several hundred Israeli tanks drove
into West Beirut. Some of them ringed and sealed Sabra and
Shatila, preventing the inhabitants from fleeing. A group of
Christian militiamen, trained and armed by Israel, entered the
camp. When the tanks withdrew from the perimeter of the camp
on September 18, several thousand civilians were found dead
inside the camp, while others had been abducted and
disappeared.

Our hospital team, who had worked nonstop for 72 hours, was
ordered to leave our patients at machine-gun point, and
marched out of the camp on September 18 . As I emerged from
¢ basement operating theater, I learned the pain
ing to save a few dozendli



s1mp1e fare giv
with me their broken hves They showed me faded photographs
of their homes and families in Palestine before 1948 and the
large house keys they still kept with them. The women shared
with me their beautiful embroidery, each with motifs of the
villages they left behind. Many of these villages were destroyed
after they left.

“While we were struggling to save a few dozen lives, people
were butchered by the thousands.”

During the massacre, some of these people became patients we
failed to save. Others died on arrival. They left behind orphans
and widows. A wounded mother begged us take down the
hospital’s last unit of blood from her to give to her child. She
died shortly afterwards. Children who witnessed their mothers
and sisters being raped and killed would always bear the
trauma.

The terrified faces of families rounded up by gunmen while
awaiting death; the desperate young mother who tried to give
me her baby to take to safety; the stench of decaying bodies as
mass graves were uncovered; the piercing cries of women who
discovered the remains of their loved ones from bits of clothes
and refugee identity cards — these memories will never leave
me.

The survivors returned to live in the very homes where their
families and neighbors were massacred. They are a courageous
people, and there was nowhere else to go.

Today, Palestinian refugees in Lebanon are barred from 30
syndicated professions, and only 2 percent of Palestinians in
nonprofessional jobs have proper work permits. They do not
have passports. They are prohibited from owning and inheriting
properties. Denied the right of return to their homes in
Palestine, they are not only born refugees, they will grow up as
refugees and die refugees.

As for me, I still have painful questions that need to be

answered. Why were they massacred? Has the world forgotten

the survivors? How can we allow a situation where a person’s

only claim to humanity is a refugee identity card? These

questions have haunted me since I first met the Palestinian
abra and Shatila. I have yet to receive

U As they watched....
20000f us were stabbed,
shot, sliced, raped.

The old, the young
even the children not yet born
were victims of blind hate.

They surrounded us,
played with us a sick game
of Hide and Seek,
except they didn't count to ten.
And they did not just seek.

As they watched...
The rows of men fell,
like dominoes
and the blood on the walls
bowed over them, like grieving shadows.

They had stolen our motherland
but it wasn't enough,
Now they came to steal our very souls.

They drove the bulldozers
over our bodies,
they turned the soil with our bones.

And when the concerned Night
finally came to hide us,
they used spotlights
to help Death find us.

They say they weren't
the ones who killed us.
Those...

Who did much more,
than watch.(O

In memory of Sabra and Shatila massa
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JUNE JORDAN
U.S.A.

U I do not wish to speak about the bulldozer and the
red dirt
not quite covering all of the arms and legs
Nor do I wish to speak about the nightlong screams
that reached
the observation posts where soldiers lounged about
Nor do I wish to speak about the woman who shoved her baby
into the stranger’s hands before she was led away
Nor do I wish to speak about the father whose sons
were shot
through the head while they slit his own throat before
the eyes
of his wife
Nor do I wish to speak about the army that lit continuous
flares into the darkness so that others could see
the backs of their victims lined against the wall
Nor do I wish to speak about the piled up bodies and
the stench
that will not float
Nor do I wish to speak about the nurse again and
again raped

because I do not

not quit

those who dare
“to exterminate” a people
those who dare
to describe human beings as “beasts with two legs”
those who dare
“to mop up”
“to tighten the noose”
“to step up the military pressure”
“to ring around” civilian streets with tanks
those who dare
to close the universities
to abolish the press
to kill the elected representatives
of the people who refuse to be purified
those are the ones from whom we must redeem
the words of our beginning

because I need to speak about home
I need to speak about living room
where the land is not bullied and beaten into
a tombstone
I need to speak about living room
where the talk will take place in my language
I need to speak about living room
where my children will grow without horror
I need to speak about living room where the men
of my family between the ages of six and sixty-five
are not
marched into a roundup that leads to the grave
I need to talk about living room
where I can sit without grief without wailing aloud
for my loved ones
where I must not ask where is Abu Fadi
because he will be there beside me
I need to talk about living room
because I need to talk about home

I was born a Black woman
and now
I am become a Palestinian
against the relentless laughter of evi
there is less and less livi




MUNIR’S STORY:
36 YEARS
AFTER THE
MASSACRE AT
SABRA-
SHATILA

QDuring the 1982 Lebanon War with Israel, a massacre was
carried out on Palestinian and Lebanese civilians in the
refugee camps of Sabra and Shatila in Beirut, between 16 and
18 September. Although numerous human rights groups argue
that it was a war crime and genocide, the event has not been
investigated by international officials. Franklin Lamb tells the
story of Munir, who was 11 years old at the time of the
massacre, and who saw his family killed or disappear in its

aftermath.

The untreated psychic wounds are still open. Accountability,

justice and basic civil rights for the survivors are still denied.

Zeina, a handsome bronzed-faced middle-aged woman, an
acquaintance of Munir Mohammad’s family, asked a foreigner
the other day, ‘How can it be 28 years? I think it was just last
fall that my husband Hussam and our two daughters, Maya, 8
years old, and Sirham, 9 years old, left our two-room home to
search for food because ‘the Israeli army had sealed Shatila
camp nearly two days before and few inside Shatila Camp had
any.

I still pray and wait for them to return’.

In Shatila Palestinian refugee camp and outside Abu Yassir’s
shelter, the bullet marks still cover the lower half of the 11
‘walls of death’ where some of the dried blood is mixed and
feathered in with the thin mortar. An elderly gentleman named
Abu Samer still has some souvenirs of the event: three
American automatic pistols fitted with silencers, a couple of
knives and axes that were strapped to some of the killers belts
as they quickly and silently shot, carved and chopped whoever
they came upon starting at around 6 pm on Thursday, 16
September, 1982. Plus a couple of whisky bottles. These
weapons were gifted to Israel by the US Congress and
subsequently issued along with drugs and alcohol and other
‘policing equipment’ to the killers in his ‘most moral army’ by
then-minister of defence of Israel Ariel Sharon.

Earlier this year, one of the murderers from the Numour al-
Ahrar (Tigers of the Liberals) militia, the armed wing of
Lebanon’s right-wing National Liberal Party founded by former
Lebanese president Camille Chamoun, nonchalantly confessed,
‘We sometimes used these implements in order to advance
silently through the alleys of Shatila so as not to cause
unnecessary panic during our work.” The Tigers militia, one of
five Christian killer units, was assisted inside Shatila by more
than two dozen Israeli Mossad agents, and led in this blitz by
none other than Dani Chamoun, son of the former president.

Scores of horror testimonies have been
shared over the past nearly three decades by
survivors of the September 1982 Sabra-
Shatila massacre. More come to light only
through circumstantial evidence because

NO PLAQUE OR SIGN NOTES WHAT
HAPPENED HERE

The world learned of the slaughter at Sabra-Shatila on the

e would-be affiants perished during the morning of Sunday, 19 September, 1982. Photos, many now
FRANKLIN LAMB | slaughter. Other eyewitnesses are just available on the Internet, taken by witnesses such as Ralph
US.A. beginning to emerge from deep_trauma or, Shoneman, Mya Shone, Ryuichi Hirokawa, Ali Hasan Salman,

Ramzi Hardar, Gunther Altenburg, and Gaza and.Akka
Palestine;Red Crescent Society (PRCS) hospital staff, preserve
the gruesome images deeply etched in the survivors’ memories.
The Isracli Kahan Commission, five months later in its 7
February 1983 report, substantially whitewashed Israeli
responsibility referring more than once to the massacre as ‘a

self-imposed silence.

Some testimonies will be shared this month by massacre
survivors at Shatila camp. They will sit with the growing
numbers of international visitors who annually come to
commemorate one of the most horrific crimes of the 20th
century. war.
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Zeina ushered me down a narrow alley from her house arriving
at the 3-by-8 metre wall outside her sister’s home, spraying
here and there with an aerosol can as we walked. She
apologised for the spray but insisted that she and her neighbors
could even now smell the slaughter that happened there three
decades earlier.

For readers unfamiliar with the location of Shatila Palestinian
Refugee Camp in Beirut, this particular ‘wall of death’ is
located across from the PRCS Akka Hospital, such as it is, after
years without adequate financial or NGO support. Locating the
11 ‘walls of death’ requires help from the few older
Palestinians who still live in this quarter. They are among those
still living at the scene and who still vividly recall the details of
the massacre. Some provide personal history of some of the
butchered, seemingly urging the dead to return by making them
seem so alive, often describing a personality trait and the name
of their family village in Palestine’ .

Zeina recalls that Munir Mohammad was 12 years old on 16
September 1982, a pupil at the Shatila camp school, named Jalil
(Galilee). Virtually all of the 75 remaining UNRWA schools in
Lebanon, like other Palestinian institutions, are named after
villages, towns or cities in occupied Palestine. Often they are
named after villages that no longer actually exist, being among
the 531 villages the Zionist colonisers obliterated during and
after the 1947-48 Nakba (Catastrophe.(

Zeina recalls that it was late on a Thursday afternoon, 16
September, that the Israeli shelling had grown intense.
Designed to drive the camp residents into the shelters, almost
all of which Israeli intelligence, arriving the previous day in
three white vehicles and posing as ‘concerned NGO staff” had
identified and noted the coordinates on their maps. Some
residents, thinking aid workers had come to help the refugees,
actually revealed their secret sanctuaries. Other refugees, based
on their experience in the crowded shelters during the
preceding 75 days of indiscriminate, ‘Peace for Galilee Israeli
bombing of Shatila, suggested to the ‘aid workers’ that the
shelters needed better ventilation and perhaps the visitors
would help provide it.

According to Zeina the Israeli agents quickly sketched the
shelter locations, marked them with a red circle and returned to
their headquarters which was located less than 70 metres on the
raised terrain at the southeast corner of Shatila camp, still
known as Turf Club Yards.

Today, this sandy area still contains threesdeath pits which,
according to the late American journalist Janet Stevens, is
where some of the hundreds of still missing bodies of the more
than 3,000 slaughtered are likely buried. Janet had theorised

that there was a second Sabra-Shatila massacre that occurred on
the morning of Sunday, 19 September, which piggybacked the
first and was conducted on the west side of Shatila inside the
second Israeli-Phalange headquarters, known as the Cite
Sportiff athletic complex. As the Israeli soldiers took custody of
the surviving refugees from the Phalange militia, trucks entered
Cite Sportiff loaded with hundreds of camp residents on the
back to be taken to ‘holding centres’. Family members forced to
wait outside heard volleys of gunfire and screams from inside
the complex. Hours later the same flat bed trucks drove away to
unknown locations, tarps covering the unseen mounded cargo.

Camp resident Sana Mahmoud Sersawi, one of the 23
complainants in the Belgium case filed against Ariel Sharon on
16 June 2001 (currently — but not fatally — sidetracked),
explained, ‘The Israelis who were posted in front of the Kuwaiti
embassy and at the Rihab benzene station at the entrance to
Shatila demanded through loudspeakers that we come to them.
That’s how we found ourselves in their hands. They took us to
the Cite Sportiff, and the men were marched behind us. But
they took the men’s shirts off and started blindfolding them.
The Israelis interrogated the young people and the Phalange
delivered about 200 more people to the Israelis. And that’s how
neither my husband nor my sister’s husband ever came back’.
Journalist Robert Fisk and others who studied these events,
concur that more slaughter was done during the 24-hour period
after 8 am Saturday, the hour the Isracli Kahan Commission,
which declined to interview any Palestinians, ruled that the
Israelis had stopped all the killing.

Eyewitness testimony also established that the ‘aid workers’
described by Zeina passed the shelter descriptions and locations
to Lebanese Forces operatives Elie Hobeika and Fadi Frem, and
their ally, Major Saad Haddad of the Israeli-allied South
Lebanese Army. Thursday evening, Hobeika, de facto
commander since the assassination the week previously of
Phalange leader and president-elect Bachir Gemayel, led one of
the death squads inside the killing field of the Horst Tabet area
near Abu Yassir’s shelter.

It was in eight of the 11 Israeli-located and marked shelters that
the first of the massacre victims were quickly and methodically
slaughtered. There being few perfect crimes, even in massacres,
the killers failed to find three of the shelters. One of the
overlooked shelters was just 25 metres from Abu Yassir’s
shelter.

Apart from these three undiscovered hiding places there were
practically no Shatila shelter survivors.

American journalist David Lamb wrote about thisfirst night of
butchery and the ‘walls of death:’

‘Entire families were slain. Groups consisting of ten to 20
people were lined up against walls and sprayed with bullets.
Mothers died while clutching their babies. All men appeared to

wil4l|
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enter to help calm

Munir later recalled events that night. “The killers arrived at the
door of the shelter and yelled for everyone to come out. Men
who they found were lined up against the wall outside. They
were immediately machine gunned.” As Munir watched, the
killers left to kill other groups and then suddenly returned and
opened fire on everyone, and all fell to the ground. Munir lay
quietly not knowing if his mother and sisters were dead. Then
he heard the killers yelling: ‘If any of you are injured, we’ll
take you to the hospital. Don’t worry. Get up and you’ll see.” A
few did try to get up or moaned and they were instantly shot in
the head.

Munir remembered, ‘Even though it was light out due to the
Israeli flares over Shatila, the killers used bright flash lights to
search the darkened corners. The killers were looking in the
shadows.” Suddenly Munir’s mother’s body seemed to shift in
the mound of corpses next to him. Munir thought she might be
going to get up since the killers promised to take anyone still
alive to the hospital. Munir whispered to her, ‘Don’t get up
mother, they’re lying.” And Munir stayed motionless all night
barely daring to breath, pretending to be dead.

Munir could not block out the killers’ words. Years later he
would repeat to this interviewer as we passed the Shatila Burial
ground known as Martyrs Square:

‘After they shot us, we were all down on the ground, and they
were going back and forth, and they were saying: “If any of you
are still alive, we’ll have mercy and pity and take them to the
hospital. Come on, you can tell us.” If anyone moaned, or
believed them and said they needed an ambulance, they would
be rescued with shots and finished off there and then...What
really disturbed me wasn’t just the death all around me.

im back against a ,

cross. ‘You die twice since yo
nonchalantly describing white
charcuterie waiting to be served.

The killers also explained how they be
dispose of as many bodies as possible before the media entered
Shatila. One testified how the Israeli army gave them large
plastic trash bags to dispose of bodies. Another confessed that
they forced people into army trucks to ferry them to Cite
Sportiff where they were killed, and that they used chemicals to
destroy many of the corpses. Several mentioned that Israeli
army officers conferred with the militia’s leaders in Beirut on
the eve of the massacres.

To this day, the Hurras al-Arz (Guardians of the Cedars) boasts
of its role in the carnage. Less than two weeks before the
massacre the party issued a call for the confiscation of all
Palestinian property in Lebanon, the outlawing of home
ownership and the destruction of all refugee camps.

The party statement of 1 September 1982 declared, ‘Action
must be taken to reduce the numbers of Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon, until the day comes when no single Palestinian
remains on our soil’.

In 1982 certain political parties referred to Palestinians as ‘a
bacillus which must be exterminated’ and graffiti on walls read,
‘The duty of every Lebanese is to kill a Palestinian’ — the same
hatred commonly expressed today in occupied Palestine among
colonists, extremist Rabbis and politicians.

The Guardians’ call for outlawing Palestinian refugee property
ownership was indeed achieved in 2001 by a law drafted by the
current minister of labour, who pledged on 1 September 2010
that, ‘Parliament will never allow Palestinian refugees the rig




kilometre no youngster
under observation. Morris reported to researcher Bayan
Nuwayhed al Hout that Munir ‘will smile once in a while, but
he doesn’t react spontaneously like others of this age, except
just occasionally.” Then the doctor banged on the table, and
said, “The lad has to be saved. He has to leave the camp, if only
for a while, to recover himself.’[ 1]

When Munir was asked by al Hout if one day when he grew up
and would be able to carry a weapon would he consider
revenge. The pre-teen replied, ‘No, no. I’d never think of
revenge by killing children. The way they killed us. What did
the children do wrong’?

Munir’s 15-year-old brother Mufid was among the first to enter
Abu Yassir’s shelter, but he left and later appeared at Akka
Hospital with a gunshot wound. After being bandaged he left
the hospital to seek safety and his family. No one has seen him
since and for a long time Munir could not even mention him.

According to camp residents, Munir’s older brother, Nabil, then
19 years old, being of fighting age, would have been shot on
sight by the killers. Aware of this, Nabil’s cousin and his
cousin’s wife fled with him as the Israeli shelling increased and
camp residents reported indiscriminate killing. The trio dodged
sniper bullets to seek refuge in a nursing home where his aunt
worked. Like Munir, Nabil soon learned that his mother and
siblings were all dead.

POSTSCRIPT

Now in America, both Munir and Nabil are leading relatively
‘normal lives’ considering the horror and lost family they
experienced while escaping death at Sabra-Shatila. Munir and
Nabil have become a credit to Shatila camp, to Palestine and to
their adopted country. Residing in the Washington D.C. area,
Munir is married and busy with his career. Nabil is devoting his
life to advocacy for peace and justice in the Middle East,
working with an NGO. Both brothers return to Shatila camp
regularly.

Also apparently living ‘normal lives’ are the six ‘Christian’
militia killers featured in Borgmann’s film. ‘They are all living
ordinary lives. One of them is a taxi driver,” Borgmann

No one has been pun
Shatila massacre. On 2
retroactively exempted the ki criminal responsibility.
However, this law has no standing in international law and the
international community remains legally obligated to punish
those responsible. The victims of the Sabra-Shatila massacre
and their families, as well as virtually all human rights
organisations including but not limited to Amnesty
International, Human Rights Watch, and the Humanitarian Law
Project, strenuously oppose blanket amnesty for the killers.
They argue that the 1991 decision violates Lebanon’s
constitution, as well as international law and promotes impunity
for heinous crimes.

It was precisely to achieve justice for the victims of crimes such
as Sabra-Shatila that the International Criminal Court was
established. The ICC must begin its work without further delay
and all people of goodwill must encourage Lebanon to grant the
survivors of the Sabra-Shatila massacre basic civil rights.

NOTES

[1]Al Hout, B.N. (2004) Sabra and Shatila: September 1982,
London, Pluto Press.

[2]Ang Chai, S. (1989) From Beirut to Jerusalem, London,
Grafton.

A DOCTOR’S EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNT

The following is a letter to Franklin Lamb from British surgeon
and founder of Medical Aid for Palestinians doctor Swee Ang
Chai who wrote the famous book ‘From Beirut to Jerusalem’,
an eye-witness account of the massacre in Sabra-Shatila.

‘Dear Franklin,

Thank you for forwarding this to me. It is very difficult but I
recall every single event the night of 17 Sept 1982 when
Mounir was brought into the Gaza Hospital emergency room by
his friends. All he could say was Israelis, Haddads, Kataebs and
then passed out. He was the last patient I operated on before we
were ordered out of our basement operating theatre by
militiamen. He was shot 3 times and bled a
haemoglobin dropped to 4 gms (normal 12-13




start a new life. I met up with Mounir many times, and even
now, he would ask me to look at his scars.

Out of respect, I changed his name in my book, but last year he
told me he felt stronger and I can tell his story — that of a little
11 year old. I also printed pictures of his grandmother and
grandfather [in my book, and the lamentation of his
grandmother.

Perhaps it is about time the lamentation of his late grandmother
who walked 20 kilometers from South Lebanon to Shatila is
heard in Lebanon and world-wide.. She arrived in Shatila that
September day to find 27 members of her family killed — there
is only Mounir and Nabil left.

She said:

‘Our doves are still here. Our carnations give fragrance. The
sparrows sing their usual songs. Yet Abu Zuhair is nowhere to
be found. Beirut you took all I had. You took my last spark in
life and my heart dies dead on your streets. Abu Zuhair, the tall
young tree was cruelly snapped off his roots on your soil May
the blood of whoever murdered you mingle with yours. May his
mother suffer the same agony. Who dug your grave, Abu
Zuhair? Who brought this disaster onto us? What can I say in
your memory? My heart is full of reproach towards this
unfeeling world. Not even a hundred ships, or two hundred
stallions, would be enough to carry the load of pain in my heart.
What can I say?

“Mother” you tell me, “go visit our graves and pray for those
they engulf” I go to the graves and tenderly embrace its stones.
I tell it ” Please let your stones warmly embrace the bodies of
my loved ones within, take care of them, I have entrusted them
to you.

I mourn your youth and mourn for all the young girls who never
knew a moment of happiness or contentment. They went to
meet life so hopeful and eager, only to be trampled and torn by
its ferocity.

Oh God I cannot go on. He was the handsomest of men and the
strongest of youths. He used to pave the way for others, to
facilitate their path. Your young body mingled with the sand
too soon, your eyes filled with the sand. What else can I give to
my country?

My heart is full of agony and reproach to life. How I envy those
of you who were there when my loved ones died. Didrthey die
thirsty? Or were you merciful enough to give.them a drink? I
implore every passing bird to_earry my anxiety and love to you,
then to come back with news of my loved ones. My child, your
body is strewn with bullets. Who sent you to me, crow of ill
omen? Why do you inflict disasters on me all at once? Spare
them a bit Oh God. God — wait at least a year, then thy will be
done.

I implore you, bearers of coffins, move slowly. Do not hurry.
Let me see my loved ones once more. [ go to the graves, and
roam listlessly around. I call Abu Zuhair, then I call Um Walid
(his sister).

My call remains unanswered. They are not there. They followed
Um Zuhair (Abu Zuhair’s wife) and the young ones. They all
left one night by the moonlight — all my loved ones. My child
you are near me no more.

Mountains of distance are between us..... Nabil (Abu Zuhair’s
nephew) calls his mother. “Mother”, he says, “to whom have
you left me?”

)

Zahra answers” I have left you to your uncles. They should tell
you of me and take you to my grave so my eyes can look at you
and my heart reach out to you” But Abu Zuhair is gone and he
cannot carry out Zahra’s will. Zuhair (Abu Zuhair’s son) asks
his father, “To whom have you entrusted me”?

“Your grandfather will come for you. You are the continuation
of his life”. But life, what life is left to us? Our hearts have
died. Our tears have dried for all the young men and women
who died. Where can I turn to? Where are my children? My
child, may God show you the holy path, and may my love and
care be a lantern to accompany you along the way. Almighty.
God, give me patience. Young men, please stay away: you
renew my-wounds, and I am so weary. What can l.say’.

[2[Please circulate this — from a Palestinian grandmother to her
family, murdered in the Sabra and Shatila massacre — I have
kept her words and read them to all who care to hear for 36
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THIRTY SIX YEARS
LATER

QO It happened thirty six years ago — 16 September 1982. A
massacre so awful that people who know about it cannot forget
it. The photos are gruesome reminders — charred, decapitated,
indecently violated corpses, the smell of rotting flesh, still as
foul to those who remember it as when they were recoiling
from it all those years ago. For the victims and the handful of
survivors, it was a 36-hour holocaust without mercy. It was
deliberate, it was planned and it was overseen. But to this day,
the killers have gone unpunished.

Sabra and Shatila — two Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon
— were the theatres for this staged slaughter. The former is no
longer there and the other is a ghostly and ghastly reminder of
man’s inhumanity to men, women and children — more
specifically, Israel’s inhumanity, the inhumanity of the people
who did Israel’s bidding and the world’s inhumanity for
pretending it was of no consequence. There were international
witnesses — doctors, nurses, journalists — who saw the macabre
scenes and have tried to tell the world in vain ever since.

Each act was barbarous enough on its own to
warrant fear and loathing. It was human
savagery at its worst and Dr Ang Swee Chai
was an eye witness as she worked with the
Palestinian Red Crescent Society on the dying
and the wounded amongst the dead. What she
saw was so unimaginable that the atrocities
committed need to be separated

other to even i

viciousness 0

Children dynamited alive. So
their tiny torsos, so hard to know
mounds of bloodied limbs amo
children in pools of blood.

Families executed. Blood, blood and more blood sprayed on
the walls of homes where whole families had been axed to
death in a frenzy or lined up for a more orderly execution.

There were also journalists who were there in the aftermath
and who had equally gruesome stories to tell, none of which
made the sort of screaming front page headlines that should
have caused lawmakers to demand immediate answers. What
they saw led them to write shell-shocked accounts that have
vanished now into the archives, but are no less disturbing now.
These accounts too need to be individually absorbed, lest they
be lumped together as just the collective dead rather than the
systematic torture and killing of individual, innocent human
beings.

Women gunned down while cooking in their kitchens. [2] The
headless body of a baby in diapers lying next to two dead
women. [3] An infant, its tiny legs streaked with blood, shot in
the back by a single bullet. [4]  Slaughtered babies, their
bodies blackened as they decomposed, tossed into rubbish
heaps together with Israeli army equipment and empty bottles
of whiskey. [5] An old man castrated, with flies thick upon his
torn intestines. [6]. Children with their throats slashed. [7]
Mounds of rotting corpses bloated in the heat — young boys all
shot at point-blank range. [8]

And most numbing of all are the recollections of the survivors
whose experiences were so shockingly traumatic that to recall
them must have been painful beyond all imaginings. One
survivor, Nohad Srour, 35 said:

“l was carrying my one year-old baby sister and she was
yelling “Mama! Mama!” then suddenly nothing. I looked at
her and her brain had fallen out of her head and down my a

oked at the man who shot us. I’ll never forget hi
ierce my shoulder an




Fiftee ad been
one of the first on the , said:

“Had Palestinians massacred 2,000 Israelis 15 years ago, would
anyone doubt that the world’s press and television would be
remembering so terrible a deed this morning? Yet this week,
not a single newspaper in the United States — or Britain for that
matter — has even mentioned the anniversary of Sabra and
Shatila.”[12]

Thirty Six years later it is no different
Political Developments

What happened must be set against the background of a
Lebanon that had been invaded by the Israeli army only
months earlier, supposedly in ‘retaliation’ for the attempted
assassination of the Isracli Ambassador in London on 4 June
1982. Israel attributed the attempt to Arafat’s Palestinian
Liberation Organisation (PLO) then resident in Beirut. In
reality, it was a rival militant group headed by Abu Nidal.
Israel wanted to oust the PLO from Lebanon altogether and on
6 June 1982, Israel began its devastating assault on the

Lebanese and Palestinian civilian population in the southern

part of Lebanon. Lebanese government casualty figures
numbered the dead at around 19,000 with some 30,000
wounded, but these numbers are hardly accurate because of the
mass graves and other bodies lost in the rubble. [13]

By 1 September, a cease-fire had been mediated by United
States envoy Philip Habib, and Arafat and his men surrendered
their weapons and were evacuated from Beirut with guarantees
by the US that the civilians left behind in the camps would be
protected by a multinational peacekeeping force.  That
guarantee was not kept and the vacuum then created, paved the
way for the atrocities that followed.

e peacekeeping force was wi
Minister Arie
sts” he clain
bra and.S

leaving

wing C

day, the Pha

entered the camp

civilians while Israel’

entire operations. More g ured
there was no lull in the 36 hours o gs and illuminated the
area with flares at night and tightened their cordon around the
camps to make sure that no civilian could escape the terror that
had been unleashed.

Inquiries, Charges and off Scot-free

Although Israel’s Kahan Commission of Inquiry did not find
any Israeli directly responsible, it did find that Sharon bore
“personal responsibility”  for “not ordering appropriate
measures for preventing or reducing the danger of massacre”
before sending the Phalangists into the camps. It, therefore,
lamely recommended that the Israeli prime minister consider
removing him from office. [14] Sharon resigned but remained
as Minister without portfolio and joined two parliamentary
commissions on defence and Lebanese affairs. There is no
doubt, as Chomsky points out “that the inquiry was not
intended for people who have a prejudice in favour of truth and
honesty”, but it certainly gained support for Israel in the US
Congress and among the public. [15] It took an International
Commission of Inquiry headed by Sean MacBride to find that
Israel was “directly responsible” because the camps were under
its jurisdiction as an occupying power. [16] Yet, despite the UN

describing the heinous operation as a “criminal massacre” and
declaring it an act of genocide [17], no one was prosecuted.

It was not until 2001 that a law suit was filed in Belgium by the
survivors of the massacre and relatives of the victims against
Sharon alleging his personal responsibility. However, the court
did not allow for “universal jurisdiction” — a principle

was intended to remove safe havens for war

allow their prosecution across states.




jurisdiction law and by the time the International Criminal
Court was established in The Hague the following year, the
perpetrators of the Sabra and Shatila massacre could no longer
be tried because its terms of reference did not allow it to hear
cases of war crimes, crimes against humanity or genocide pre-
dating 1 July 2002. Neither Sharon nor those who carried out
the massacres have ever been punished for their horrendous
crimes.

The Bigger Picture

The length of time since these acts were carried out should be
no impediment to exposing the truth. More than 60 years after
the Nazi atrocities against the Jews in Europe, the world still
mourns and remembers and erects monuments and museums to
that violent holocaust. How they are done, to whom they are
done and to how many does not make the crimes any more or
less heinous. They can never be justified even on the strength
of one state’s rationale that another people ought to be
punished, or worse still, are simply inferior or worthless
beings. It should lead all of us to question on whose judgment
are such decisions made and how can we possibly justify such
crimes at all?

The atrocities committed in the camps of Sabra and Shatila
should be put in the context of an ongoing genocide against the
Palestinian people. The MacBride report found that these
atrocities “were not inconsistent with wider Israeli intentions to
destroy Palestinian political will and cultural identity.” [17]
Since Deir Yassin and the other massacres of 1948, those who
survived have joined hundreds of thousands of Palestinians
fleeing a litany of massacres committed in 1953, 1967, and the
1982 invasion of Lebanon, and the killing continues today. The
most recent being the 2008-2009 Gaza massacre — that 3 week
merciless onslaught, a festering sore without relief as the people
are further punished by an impossible siege that denies them
their most basic rights.

Thus were the victims and survivors of the Sabra and Shatila
massacre gathered up in the perpetual nakba of the slaughtered,
the dispossessed, the displaced and the discarded — a pattern
of ethnic cleansing perpetrated under the Zionist plan to finally
and forever extinguish Palestinian society and its people.

This is why we must remember Sabra and Shatila, thirty six
yearson. 0
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— Sonja Karkar is the founder of Women for Palestine (WFP), a
Melbourne-based  human rights group and co-founder of
Australians for Palestine (AFP) .
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"In Bei
slaughter.

leader said, 'For Go
here we'd all be in jail."'(

A British parliamentary motion requested:

"That this House congratulates the BBC for Panorama's recent
in-depth analysis of the massacres in Sabra and Shatilla during
the war in Lebanon in 1982; notes that following the massacres
an internal Israeli commission of inquiry forced the resignation
of the then Israeli Defence Minister, Ariel Sharon; believes

there is sufficient prima facie evidence to indicate that Ariel
? Sharon, now the Israeli Prime Minister, should be tried for war
crimes; and calls upon the international community to ensure
u that he is duly charged at the earliest possible opportunity.' (3).
The motion added "that 400,000 people in Israel demonstrated
U The following is part of a series of articles from Chris  their horror and disgust at such a crime against humanity". How
Tolworthy reposted here with kind permission. The articles  does this compare with the World Trade Center bombings - in
together ask many questions about the September 11 atrocity numbers and in how it happened?
and its aftermath, as well as looking into it from numerous
angles. The articles are split into a number of pages on this site  "The precise number of victims of the massacre may never be
(which you can follow using the links at the bottom). exactly determined. The International Committee of the Red
Cross counted 1,500 at the time but by September 22 this count
The massacres at Sabra and Shatila provide an interesting had risen to 2,400. On the following day 350 bodies were
comparison to the September 11th tragedy. Both killed around  uncovered so that the total then ascertained had reached 2,750.
2800 innocent people (although the exact count at Sabra and  Kapeliouk points out that to the number of bodies found after
Shatila may be much higher). Both were probably guided by the massacre one should add three categories of victims:
men with a history of terrorism. However, while Sepember 11th ~ (a) Those buried in mass graves whose number cannot be
is remembered in the west, Sabra and Shatila are largely ascertained because the Lebanese authorities forbade their
ignored. opening;
(b) Those who were buried under the ruins of houses; and
In 1982, Israel invaded Lebanon and killed between 2000 and  (¢) Those who were taken alive to an unknown destination but
3500 innocent civilians in the Sabra and Shatila refugee camps.  never returned.
The striking thing is that the west almost ignores it. Try a web
search for "Sabra and Shatila" and look for western sources.  The bodies of some of them were found by the side of the roads
For example, the Time Magazine web site just headlines the leading to the south. Kapeliouk asserts that the number of
invasion as "Israel Strikes at The PLO" and barely mentions the  victims may be 3,000 to 3,500, one-quarter of whom were
massacre. Yet everyone agrees that it took place. Lebanese, while the remainder were Palestinians."(4).

"In 1983, an Israeli state inquiry found Mr At time of writing (late January 2002) these issues are finally
Sharon, then defense minister, indirectly coming before a court in Belgium.

responsible for the killing of hundreds of men, ~ Will Sharon and others be tried for war crimes? Possibly.
women and children at Sabra and Shatila  Will they be found guilty? Probably not.
Chris Tolworthy camps during Israel's 1982 invasion of

Lebanon." ."(1)

Since the trial was announced, key witnesses have bee
down and assassinated:
"A potential key witness in the Belgian

United Kingdom




mysteriously
who was a fo
leader murdered 1
shot dead in Brazil by a man ol equipped wi
silencer. His young wife, Marie, was shot down beside him...

"The first former right-wing Christian to be struck down was
one of Hobeika's old colleagues, Jean Ghanem, who drove his
car into a tree on New Year's Day...

"A Belgian court has postponed a decision over whether to
indict Ariel Sharon, the Israeli Prime Minister, for his role in
the massacres - he was held 'personally responsible' by an
Israeli commission of inquiry - while lawyers for the survivors
produce more evidence. But the vital evidence that may lie in
the memories of those involved with the killers, who were allied
to Israel at the time, is disappearing almost by the week as the
death list grows." (6)10

Appendix

1. From The Irish Times,commenting on the upcoming Belgian
trial.

2. Fergal Keane, "Sabra and Shatila: Dealing with facts"

3. House of Commons Wednesday 21 November 2001 Notices
of Motions.

4. Professor Dr. Ahmad Al-Tal, "The Massacre of Sabra and
Chatila in 1982." Professor Al-Tal is not some ignorant fanatic.
He is Dean of Zarka Private National Community College. In
1980 he received an Award of Distinction from the American
Association of Colleges for Teacher Education. He is the author
of several books on higher education and Jordanian history.

5. "Sharon witness blown up in Beirut"" by Brian Whitaker and
Ian Black. The Guardian, Friday January 25, 2002

6. "Third former militiaman with links to Sabra and Chatila is
murdered" by Robert Fisk. The Independent, 11 March 2002

Palestine

U Sabra and Shatila
Two majestic nights in the middle of light
Guarding the time from the scourge of oblivion
They put there, a red shawl to cover our window's holes, and
many flaws.

Sabra and Shatila
Two small children, playing in the house's courtyard of the
affluent capitals:
A small corner of the genuine Arabian coffee
Behind the sumptuous glassed corridor of the large moles.

Sabra and Shatila
Arabism approach to describe the truth
insignificant military objective, to test courage and modern
weapons.

Sabra and Shatila
Mint flavor in our civilized stuff:
Steel taste in poem
The east modern Legends
And a very short story about the history of Arabism.

Sabra and Shatila
Death shock for geneticists, cloning scientists, and philosophers
Our critical moment:
What we will say at the last minute? !

Sabra and Shatila
Two humble camps, for the morning view
And two very rich graveyard, for anthropologists.

Sabra and Shatila
age of martyrs and the to
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Eva Bartleft

SHATILA
MASSACRE

U Two days before Land Day and the GMJ, we visit Sabra and
Shatila. An impoverished Beirut neighborhood and Palestinian
refugee camp in the same vicinity, Sabra and Shatila are known
for the savage massacre of Palestinian refugees and poor
Lebanese Shiites (internally displaced from southern Lebanon
by the "Israeli" occupational brutalities) which killed anywhere
from over 3000 children, men and women-the assassins killed
out of the sight of media and covered their tracks with mass
graves, so the precise numbers of martyred are not known.

From September 16 to 18, 1982, Phalangists,
a Christian Lebanese militia aided, trained,
and supported by the Zionist state and by,
slaughtered victims locked into the camp area
by surrounding "Israeli" occupation forces.
"It was a killing spree," X, a Lebanese, tells
me. He outlines the basics of the massacre
Canada and events leading up to it.
withdrawal of Palestinian leeratlon Org

tance fighters from Jebanon

yreement under

camps, camp
o defend then

I saw dead women in their house

waists and their legs spread apart; ¢

after being lined up against an alley v

throats slit, a pregnant woman with her stomac opped open,
her eyes still wide open, her blackened face silently screaming
in horror; countless babies and toddlers who had been stabbed
or ripped apart and who had been thrown into garbage piles.

In the makbara Shuhada Sabra wa Shatila (Sabra and Shatila
martyr's cemetery), a large sign attempts to honour the
murdered, when nothing can ever do so. Although a cemetery,
it is without gravestones, save a sole marble marker on which is
written: the massacre of Sabra and Shatila, 1982.

The grass is tall and trees sway gently in the breeze of the
football-sized area, and as I note this I am told that, in fact,
children used the plot as a football field until recent years, not
knowing that the Phalange had covered thousands of massacred
bodies with earth in this plot, attempting to cover their
atrocities.

"But there were still many corpses in camp streets," X tells me
and independent journalists' accounts corroborate this.

Sabra and Shatila are names I've heard over the past few years
but, shamefully, knew little about other than that they were
massacres. But with so many "Israeli"-instigated massacres, it is
far too easy to lose track, to let them become numbers and
statistics.

They may be numbers, in the tens of thousands, but they are
entire families, they are elderly, they are women raped before
being slaughtered, they are unborn children savagely snuffed
with the stab of a knife or the bombing of a building.

I drift off on my own, away from the group which has come to
march for al-Quds and which are also learning about o
e embermg these unforgettable massacres. Standing o




over 1100 we . out, the
massacres throughout Lebanon. Rweiss (southern Beirut),
‘Aitaroun, Mansouri, Marja'youn, Dweir, Zebqine, ...bombing
of homes, cars, bridges on or near which were cars, and the UN
post in Khiam prison, killing 4 UN observers.

Qana, a village in the south-where it is believed Jesus Christ
spent time-is known as the ‘town of massacres'. The village
suffered massacres in 1996 and 2006, the former killing 106
civilians and injuring 110 more.

"It has a big cemetery, but not all of the martyred were buried
there because many were blown to pieces,”" X says. "The IOF
bombed indiscriminately, bombed anything that moved. People
were afraid to flee their homes for safer areas."

On April 18, 1996, "Israeli" occupation forces waged their
sadistically-dubbed "Grapes of Wrath" attacks on Lebanon.
Badil reports:

Approximately 800 civilians were sheltering in a United
Nations Interim Forces in Lebanon (UNIFIL) base in the
village of Qana, South Lebanon. They had assumed -
incorrectly - that since international law strictly prohibits the
targeting of civilian structures and UN facilities they would be
safe under UNIFIL's protection.

Just after 2 PM on April 18, a barrage of proximity-fuse shells
crashed directly into the pre-fabricated building. Minutes later
106 people lay dead, many burned and dismembered beyond
recognition.

""Israeli" officials tried to deny the massacre, claimed it was an
error. But they knew where the UN locations were," X says.
"The UN had already confirmed their locations. There were
only civilians in the compounds.

A month after the massacre, reporters confirmed this: UN

officials had told "Israel" repeatedly that up to 9,000 civilians

were taking refuge in their compounds. In that period, by the

peacekeepers' count, "Israeli" fire hit or came dangerously near

U.N. installations or mobile units 242 times.

and:

The Lebanese refugee women and children and men lay in
ir hands or arms or legs missing, ed or

my father."

A Fijian UN soldier
saying a word, held aloft

On 30 July 2006, the IOF bombed a 3 level home in Qana,
claiming Hizbullah resistance were hiding in it, a claim proven
false. The bombing massacred 27 civilians, among theml6
children.

Two weeks earlier, on July 15-in the first days of "Israel's" war
on Lebanon-a combination of an IOF warship strike and an IOF
helicopter attack massacred 23 civilians (among them 14
children and 7 women, 2 of whom were pregnant) fleeing their
village, Marwaheen, in southern Lebanon.

In Chiah, Beirut, southern Lebanese were among the massacred
on August 7, 2006, when the IOF bombed the multi-level
building they'd taken sanctuary in-having fled the heavy
bombing of the south.

"Those families who escaped death in the south found it in
Beirut," X tells me of the 39 martyred in the Chiah bombing.

We leave the martyrs' cemetery and walk through the narrow
lanes typical of a Palestinian refugee camp.

The UN Reliefs Works Agency (UNRWA) reports on Shatila
refugee camp that, "environmental health conditions in Shatila
are extremely bad. Shelters are damp and overcrowded, and
many have open drains. The sewerage system needs
considerable expansion."

The truths of refugee camp hardship reveal themselves in the
leaking pipes and puddles of water flooding alleyways and
streets, in the tangles of electrical wires dangerously low
overhead, in the shoddy cement-block houses too small for their
families and too closely layered for privacy, and in the stench
of sewage and garbage yet to be collected, services in the camp
being far below sub-par. In these drab conditions families live
and children play-making toys out of street findings, playing in
the lanes.

I speak with an elderly Palestinian refugee outside his shop. He
is fluent in English and, with a charismatic smile, an:
questions about life in the camp.




water. We
good....

Things are getting
all the refugee camps. Nowa people can
benefit from the UN. Even if someone gets sick, he can't go to
the hospital. He will die.

His words don't convey the extent of the difficulty of refugee
camp life, which I learn more of in later visits to Beirut and
Trablus (Tripoli) camps.Since the original purpose of our visit
to Lebanon is to participate in the Global March to Jerusalem, I
ask if he's been there.l haven't been to al-Quds. I hope I'll go
there some day, to pray in al-Aqgsa. (They-the "Israelis") won't
let me go back to my native country 11

36 YEARS
COULDN'T

ERASE THE
MEMORY

U The last 36 years have not erased the memories of the
survivors of the Sabra and Shatila massacres.

Although time has passed, when the anniversary arrives each
year on 16 September many survivors remember the massacre
like it was yesterday.

They march from Shatila camp to_.the
cemetery, crying and demanding

and machetes
The men carried knives, mache
he turned his eyes away from

camp.

"I was fourteen years old. There was a g

Jjoining the
resistance in the area, throwing stones. But once we saw what
they had done to two of the boys, I ran through the alleyways
until I reached Madina Riyadiah," he said.

Aside from the tools that carried out the massacre, the killers
resorted to abusing the bodies. Some of the bodies were found
cut and burned.

The massacre was carried out away from the eyes of the world.
But it was within site of the Kuwaiti embassy as Israeli soldiers
lit flares to aid the Lebanese militias.

There are no accurate statistics for the number of victims but
they are estimated to be between 750 and 4,000 Palestinians
and Lebanese killed.

According to testimonies, the majority of the victims were
Lebanese.

The camp's residents were trapped in their homes and shelters
when the attacks happened, unaware of the plan to murder
them. Children slept and never woke up, women were raped
and murdered, and the elderly were burned to death.

I said that Jesus was Palestinian, and everyone has

made mistakes in the war. They said if Jesus is in the
camp, they will kill him.

"I was at home with my baby. My son and husband were out as
my daughter recently got married. I heard screams, moans and
the sound of bombs," said Um Ali, a Lebanese survivor.

"I hid my [baby] daughter under the mattress. At nine, I heard
less noise but didn't come out. In the morning everythin
ed down. I saw bodies, cut and burned."




Christian victims

Malanah Botros is a Christian survivor lost her husband and
three children in the massacre.

"We heard the sound of bombs. I decided to go with my
children to the shelter, and when we were out of the house saw
five men carrying knives dripping with blood. I said in the
name of the cross, I am a Lebanese-Christian from the house of
Botros. They took us to Ashrafiah in east Beirut where we
heard one of the [militants] saying if anyone wants to take
revenge on Palestine come to us," she said.

"I said that Jesus was Palestinian, and everyone has made
mistakes in the war. They said if Jesus is in the camp, they will
kill him."

She returned to the camp to find one of her sons beheaded, and
another one killed and mutilated, and her husband's dead body
strung up.

A few hundred metres away in the refugee camps of Sabra and
Shatila, residents of Burj al-Barajneh were oblivious to what
was going on"

"That night we could hear only the voice of flares, we never felt
that a crime was occuring, as the night was taking innocent
lives quietly and tranquily," said camp resident Fadia Lubani.

Forty-eight hours passed without a word coming out of what
was happening. The press were barred from entering the camp,
but the smell of decomposing bodies showed signs of the crime.

"Entire families were buried and the people who come to
remember their loved ones weep at the graves. Others have
asked about their family members, if they are buried among the
dead, but I couldn’t give a response,” said Adnan al-Miqdad, a
guard for the cemetery.

Since the massacre, there has been no substantial judicial
investigation, and the perpetrators remain free men.

Until then the families of the Palestinian and Lebanese victims
await justice, united in their pain. U

FATIMA ABOU
MAYYALA

Tahar Ben Jelloun

Morocco

They came in through the roof
They closed the doors and
windows
They stuffed a fistful of sand
into her mouth and
nosirils, Fafima.

Their hands ripped her stomach
blood pooled
they urinated on her face.
Fatima fook the statue’s hand
and walked lightly between the
frees and the
sleeping children.

She reached the sea
her body raised above deafh.
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The Sabra and Shatila massacre took place between the 16th
and the 18th of September 1982 in Lebanon. It was perpetrated
by a Lebanese Christian militia, the Phalangists, which was
under the political and military control of the State of Israel.
The victims were mostly civilians from Sabra and Shatila.
Sabra and Shatila are two Palestinian adjoining refugee camps
located in the southwest of Beirut (see maps).

On the 18th of September, after about forty hours of killing, the
first images of the massacre showing civilian victims appeared
on TV. They provoked worldwide indignation and compassion.

A. Context

At the time of the massacre, the question of Palestine and the
Palestinian presence in Lebanon were major stakes on the
regional and internal political arena.

Palestinians have settled in Lebanon in the aftermath of the
creation of the State of Israel. “During the summer of 1948,
some 110,000 Palestinians were driven out of Galilee and
crossed the border into Lebanon” (Picard 2002:79). Most of
them became refugees. During the seventies, the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) set up its headquarters in
Lebanon after its leaders and activists had been expelled from
Jordan.

The PLO was responsible for some 340,000
Palestinians. It provided social services and
basic infrastructures and built institutions in
various domains (economic, cultux

and political). ;

Arafat, the P

2002:108).

The Phalangists (or Kataeb), fo
Gemayel, increasingly ruled the coali
which constituted “a heterogeneous coalit

ee focuses
- leftist, Muslim, and Palestinian” (Picard, 2002:108), shed a
doubt on the prevailing leadership. Its leaders “wanted Lebanon
to make a decisive commitment to the cause of Palestinian

resistance”, whereas the “Christian conservatives”
the status quo from which they benefited.

supported

In 1976, the Syrian armed forces took part in the Lebanese civil
war, invading Lebanon and strengthening one camp first and
then, the other. Israel’s support to the Christians was instituted
almost at the same time. It was agreed that Israel would help if
the existence of Lebanese Christians were to become
endangered. According to the Phalangists, the number of
Palestinian refugees, for the most part Muslims, threatened the
demographic balance between Christians and Muslims in the
country. They also feared that it may weaken their (profitable)
position in the political game.

From the mid-onwards, the South of Lebanon became the
favourite battlefield of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The
Palestinian fighters carried out commando raids against Israeli
interests and citizens throughout the world and planned more
and more attacks at the Northern border of Israel. The Israeli
government reacted by interfering on Lebanese soil and
directing “policing” or “preventive” operations towards
Palestinians — in total contradiction with International Law. The
everyday lack of security caused by these policing interventions
and by bombings affected not only the Palestinians, but also the
Lebanese, especially in the South. The Israeli Prime Minister
Menahem Begin also put pressure on the Lebanese Army, as he
wanted the latter’s command to play a role in protecting Israeli
interests by attacking the PLO’s apparatus.

In March 1978, the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) invaded the
outh of Lebanon up to the Litani River. The Israeli le
ebanese army with not being able



where the P eadquarters, met with
the Phalangist forces, posted in the eastern part of the city. This
military operation, named “Peace for Galilee”, officially aimed
at ensuring the security of the inhabitants of Northern Israel.
But the weakening of the PLO’s infrastructure and apparatus
was also on the agenda.

Although the military balance of forces was largely in favor of
the IDF, the “Islamic-progressives” stood up to air strikes,
naval gunfire and tank artillery launched on the Lebanese
capital. The siege of Beirut, which lasted all summer, found an
issue in negotiations that aimed at preparing the PLO’s
withdrawal from Lebanon. The negotiations were conducted by
US envoy Philip Habib with spokespersons of the Palestinian
side, as the United States did not recognize the PLO.

An agreement was reached in the middle of August on the
principle of an evacuation of the Palestinian fighters and PLO

officials and the dismantlement of PLO offices and
infrastructures.
The “Habib Roadmap” put the evacuation under the

supervision of a multinational force formed by some Italian,
French and American troops and scheduled to remain on the
battlefield during thirty days from the date of their arrival. It
also guaranteed security to the Palestinian civilians that were to
remain in the camps after the PLO’s departure. Indeed, Y.
Arafat feared retaliations against his people.

The evacuation was carried out from the 21 th of August to the
Ist of September 1982 and was followed by the withdrawal of
the multinational force, which came sooner than scheduled.

A new Lebanese President was elected by the Parliament in the
aftermath of the PLO’s evacuation. Bechir Gemayel, chief of
the Phalangists, won the ballot on the 23rd of August. But the
“Islamic-progressives” had boycotted the elections, for they
considered the leader of the “Christian-conservatives™ as the
candidate of Israel. Indeed, it is a fact that the Israeli authorities
- and especially the Minister of Defence Ariel Sharon - wanted
to install a friendly Lebanese government, which could be
brought to sign a formal peace agreement with Israel.

However, B. Gemayel was killed on the 14th of September
ing office. This political assassinati ve the

early morning, with
arrived on the field at 9:
noon on Thursday the 16th
military takeover of the city. The IDF’s headquarters were
located at the traffic circle of the Kuwaiti embassy near the
Sabra and Shatila camps. Israeli tanks surrounded the camps,
sealing the main entrances with checkpoints.

The Israel’s invasion of West Beirut led to worldwide protest.
As indignation rose, even among some members of the Israeli
government who were not kept informed as well as in the
United States, the Israeli Prime Minister, the Minister of
Defence, and the top military leaders, claimed that they entered
Beirut in order to prevent violence and pogroms. In their
opinion, Gemayel’s death could produce disorder. As for Y.
Arafat, he reiterated his fear for the fate of Palestinian civilians
who had remained in Lebanon after the PLO’s departure.

The Phalangists entered the Sabra and Shatila camps in the
afternoon on Thursday the 16th. As proven by a multitude of
sources, their entrance was coordinated with, and authorized
by, the IDF. According to the inquiry of an Israeli Commission
(The Kahan Commission, 1983) (see below), which was based
upon testimonies of the political and military hierarchy, the
Israeli leaders decided to send the Phalangists in the camps
during a meeting on Wednesday the 15th. Those present were
A. Sharon, IDF chief of staff General Rafael Eitan, Major
General Amir Drori, head of Israel’s northern command, Fadi
Ephram, the Phalangists’ commander in chief, and Elias
Hobeika, chief of intelligence.

The Israelis ordered the Christian militiamen to enter the camps
in search of “terrorists” and weapons. According to them, 2000-
armed terrorists had remained in the camps despite the PLO’s
evacuation; they should be forced out.

In the afternoon of September the 16th, meetings were held
between the Phalangists and the Israeli military command,
including General Amos Yaron, IDF chief in Beirut. Around
17:00 - 18:00, the first Phalangists’ unit (about 150 men)
entered the camps with E. Hobeika at its head. Saad Haddad’s
troops were not part of the operation, contrary to what was
asserted by some direct witnesses and the Lebanese authori
The Israeli Commission of inquiry (The Kah:
1983) and A. Kapeliouk’s field rese




refugees started to
carried by their relatives. , scared inhabi
seeking protection asked the medical teams to take them in.

On the morning of Friday the 17th, new Phalangists’ units
entered the camps. At the height of the assault, the militiamen
were about 400. The killing went on all day long with its share
of summary executions, house demolitions, and looting of
private goods such as money or jewellery. Corpses were lying
on the streets, abandoned under ruins or bulldozed in mass
graves. Witnesses saw many inhabitants piled up onto trucks
and driven outside the camps to unknown destinations. Nobody
knows what became of them. They are the “missing” of the
Sabra and Shatila massacre.

The first rumours of massacre reached journalists from refugees
who had escaped. They also reached the Israeli command as
some of the IDF soldiers, posted at the entrances of the camps,
witnessed killings of civilians and reported it to their hierarchy.
The Israeli Commission of inquiry (The Kahan Commission,
1983) revealed that at 12:00 noon, General A. Drori warned his
superior General R. Eytan in Tel Aviv who, then, decided to fly
to Beirut to check. The IDF chief of staff met F. Ephram and E.
Hobeika in the following hours: they agreed on a withdrawal of
the militiamen for the next morning.

Early in the morning on Saturday the 18th, the Phalangists
ordered the camps’ inhabitants by loudspeaker to surrender.
They gathered them outside, separated the Lebanese from the
Palestinians, men from women, executed some of them, let
others go, threw some inside trucks and forced the majority of
the men to enter the Sports City stadium, where IDF officers
and Phalangists questioned them. Meanwhile, a group of
militiamen went to the Gaza hospital, asked the foreign medical
team to leave the building, and killed the Arab personnel.

At 10:00, the Phalangists left the Sabra and Shatila camps. But
testimonies certify that the interrogations continued at the
ity (Fisk, 2001). The Lebanese army too

ed Cross, whereas
families on their own initiati
Cross.

The Lebanese historian Bayan al-
fieldwork between 1982 and 1984 on ca abra and
Shatila. She identified 1390 cases: 906 dead and 484 “missing”.

Amnon Kapeliouk, an Israeli journalist, worked on a
reconstitution of the events soon after the slaughter. He based
his personal inquiry upon primary sources, such as testimonies,
IDF archives and declarations, press reports, evidences
gathered by the Israeli Commission of inquiry, etc. and
published the results of his research in 1982: Sabra and Shatila.
Inquiry Into a Massacre [Sabra et Chatila: enquéte sur un
massacre], which became a reference book.

In A. Kapeliouk’s opinion, the number of victims reached 3 000
- 3 500. He added to the 2000 death formally listed and
recognized by the Lebanese authorities three other kinds of
victims:

-* Those who were buried in mass graves dug up by the
assailants and whose bodies have not been brought up;

-* Those who died under the ruins of their houses;

-* The “missing” who were taken alive to unknown destinations
and never returned. According to the Red Cross, the number of
the “missing” reached 359 between the 18th and the 20th of
September.

No estimation of the number of injuried was given, but cases of
mutilation are numerous.

The victims of the Sabra and Shatila massacre presented several
features. First, a large number of them were civilians. The
massacre was perpetrated on the fringers of Beirut, inside
refugee camps which are densely populated and mostl
idential areas. Moreover, the slaughter occurred a we
majority of the PLO’s fi




their descenden
of the dead were Lebanese. The Lebanese casualties either
shared their lives with a Palestinian man or woman and had
settled in camps, were visiting relatives, or had escaped from
the shelled South Lebanon and found refuge in Beirut’s
suburbs. A few foreign workers were also to be counted among
the victims, according to the Palestine Red Crescent and the
Lebanese authorities. Indeed, the Syrians, Pakistanis, Iraqis or
Egyptians who work in Lebanon as unskilled and under-
employed workers, often live in Palestinian refugees camps
where the cost of living is cheaper.

This leads to a fourth remark: the dead of the Sabra and Shatila
massacre were poor. They came from the lower class settled in
Beirut. The Lebanese who had come from the South had left
their land behind and were forced to work as unskilled workers
in Beirut. By law, Palestinians in Lebanon are not allowed to
practice a large number of professions, such as doctor,
advocate, ingeneer, civil servant, etc. They therefore cannot
earn a decent salary and are financially dependant on
international organizations and reminittescences from the
diaspora.

Fifth, the victims of the massacre were mostly Muslims, even if
some Lebanese Christians (civilians or militiamen) have been
killed during the slaughter. The Muslim dead were Sunni, in
keeping with the general characteristics of the Palestinian
population as most Palestinians follow Sunni Islam. But the
Lebanese from the South were Shi’i.

Finally, violence inflicted on human bodies as witnessed by
some journalists and broadcasted worldwide after the massacre
contributed to distinguish the Sabra and Shatila slaughter from
other carnages that have been perpetrated during the civil war.
This kind of “savagery” and the fact that the victims were
mostly civilians also contributed to it being considered a
“striking” event in the genealogy of political violence in
Lebanon and in collective and individual memories.

D. Witnesses

Many people saw and spoke to victims in the immediate

aftermath of the massacre. A few hours after the slaughter,

testlmonles were recorded or written down by foreign
iplomats and Red Cross teams.

Like other testimo
following facts:

-* Rumours of massacre rapi inside the camps, but
were not taken seriously by the inhabitants; “Thursday night,
we were sitting at home when the sky over the camp was lit by
flares. A man came in and said the Phalangists are massacring
people. We didn’t believe him and went to bed”. Testimony
from Sobhia F. (Shahid, 2002:45).

-* People did not know exactly what was going on, nor
precisely who was behind the persecutors;

-* The assailants proceeded neighbourhood-by-neighbourhood,
house-by-house, threatening and killing in cold blood in front
of relatives or neighbours. “They killed the men right in front of
us. There was my husband, Hamid Mustafa, who was only
forty-seven. My son Hussein was fifteen, and my son Hassan
was fourteen. There was also the son and brother of our
neighbour, and others too. In all, seven men they killed and
piled one on top of the other in front of the house. They
emptied their pockets, taking their watches and whatever they
were carrying. Then they dug a pit and buried them”.
Testimony from Umm Hussein (Shahid, 2002:57).

Similar narratives have been heard during the commemoration
of the 20th anniversary of the massacre, as well as during the
trial that was held in Belgium against A. Sharon in 2001-2003
(Revue d’Etudes Palestiniennes, 2003 ; Péan, 2002) [See
below].

A few foreigners were direct witnesses of the massacre. They
were mostly Western doctors and nurses. The majority of them
had arrived in Lebanon during the Israeli invasion and were
working at the Akka and Gaza Hospitals, both located in Sabra
and Shatila camps. Their testimonies were widely broadcasted
on Western media, as they spoke other languages than Arabic.
They were also asked to testify in front of the Israeli inquiry
commission (Siegel, 2001). Their version was very similar to
the Palestinian refugees’ testimonies.

Some IDF soldiers also directly witnessed the massacre, as was
revealed by the Israeli Commission of inquiry (The Kahan
Commission, 1983). Their testimonies confirmed the ki
civilians. For example, Lieutenant Grabows
magistrates, that on Frlday the 17th



entrances. Their re
and brutality. Loren Jenkins, ington Post,
on September the 23th: “The scene at the Chatila camp when
foreign observers entered Saturday morning was like a
nightmare. Women wailed over the deaths of loved ones,
bodies began to swell under the hot sun, and the streets were
littered with thousand of spent cartridges. Houses had been
dynamited and bulldozed into rubble, many with the inhabitants
still inside. Groups of bodies lay before bullet-pocked walls
where they appeared to have been executed. Others were strewn
in alleys and streets, apparently shot as they tried to escape”.

In 2004, a German film-documentary, entitled Massaker
(produced by Monika Borgmann, Lokman Slim et Hermann
Theissen, this documentary was awarded several times at film
festivals), gave the floor to executioners. Six Phalangists who
remain anonymous tell about how they killed civilians in Sabra
and Shatila, but also how they had been trained by the IDF
during all of the civil war and how they were under their orders
when they perpetrated the slaughter (Mandelbaum, 2006).

E. Memories

There are several narratives on the Sabra and Shatila massacre,
which vary widely from one another, and even sometimes
contradict each other.

After the massacre had occurred, the Israeli leaders denied any
responsibility in it. They argued that no Israeli forces were
patrolling the camps when the slaughter was perpetrated. They
also pretended that they could not have been aware of what was
going on, as they could neither see, nor hear anything in the
camps, from their positions. “I can say clearly and immediately
that no soldier and no commander in the Isracl Defence Forces
participated in this terrible act. The hands of the IDF are clean”,
the Minister of Defence A. Sharon stated in his address to
Parliament on September 22nd, 1982 (Journal of Palestine
Studies, 1982:213). The Prime Minister, M. Begin, declared on
at he learned of the massacre only on S

houlders” (Journal
But, according to the Israeli
especially their chief of intellig
charged.

A part of the Israeli population reacte

aeli public
statements with scepticism. On the 25th of September, about
400 000 people (almost 10% of the population) demonstrated

against the government’s actions. It was the largest
demonstration in the Israeli national history. “Begin is a
murderer” or “Fascism will not take over” were slogans chanted
by the protesters. Zeev Shiff, the military correspondent of the
newspaper Haaretz, accused Begin’s government of lying: “ It
is not true that these atrocities came to our attention only on
Saturday afternoon after foreign correspondents had filed
reports on them from Beirut (...). I myself heard of the massacre
in the camps on Friday morning, and I immediately informed a
senior official. This means that the slaughter started on
Thursday night, and that whatever I learned on Friday morning
was certainly already known to other people by the time it
reached my ears” (Journal of Palestine Studies, Winter
1983:175). He goes on blaming: “It is not true that the
Phalangists sneaked into the camps without our knowledge.
When the IDF surrounds the camps with such huge forces, it is
impossible for scores of armed men to pass through without
arousing our attention” (Journal of Palestine Studies, Winter
1983:176).

Popular pressure, in addition to international condemnations,
led Begin’s government to accept the idea of setting up a
national Commission of inquiry (see below). But the latter’s
report largely called into question the Israeli official narrative.
Indeed, it considered the political and military hierarchy
indirectly responsible for the tragedy. Yet some of the leaders
have continued denying any kind of responsibility. This denial
is particularly evident since the Second Intifada has begun in
September 2000 in the Palestinian Territories. In fact, as A.
Kapeliouk rightly asserts (REP, 2003), there have been
attempts from the Israeli to reformulate national history as soo
the relationship with the Palestinian neighbours



Israeli invasion
conservatives » and the « Islamic-progressists » gathered
behind their new President, Amin Gemayel (Beshir’s brother)
to put an end to the Israeli occupation of South Lebanon. Thus,
the accusations towards a common foreign enemy - the State of
Israel - momentarily helped the Lebanese overcome their
internal divisions.

As for the Palestinian refugees, they also considered the Israeli
government as the main instigator of the Sabra and Shatila
massacre. They particularly charged A. Sharon who was
suspected of having planned their expulsion. The Israeli
Minister of Defence has been named, from that time onwards,
“the butcher of Sabra and Shatila”.

In 2002, the 20th anniversary of the slaughter was
commemorated in all Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon.
Candles were lit in order to keep alive the memory of the
slaughter. Mass graves in front of the Sabra and Shatila
entrances have been used as memorials. Many witnesses were
asked to testify on what happened, in order for the new
generations to remember (Péan, 2002 ; Revue d’Etudes
Palestiniennes, 2003 ; Sayigh, 2001). Lebanese and Palestinian
political parties also organized a march in solidarity with the
Palestinian people, which gathered 2000 people. European
activists and even European deputies, took part in the
demonstration, and called for A. Sharon’s sentence. Indeed, at
the same period in Brussels, A. Sharon was personally accused
of “war crimes” for his actions in Sabra and Shatila [see
below]. A. Sharon’s trial in front of a Belgian Court, as well as
the ceremonies of the anniversary, have strengthened the
Palestinian narrative of the Sabra and Shatila massacre.
Furthermore, A. Sharon’s arrival to power as the Prime
Minister of Israel in 2002 has crystallized enmity against his
person. His policy of repression towards the Palestinians in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, and especially the “massacre of
Jenin” in 2002 (in which the IDF launched a military operation
against the refugee camp of Jenin in the Northern West Bank.
The battle lasted for more than a week. Its aim, according to the
Israeli authorities, was the weakening of armed groups
supposed to be responsible of suicide-bombings. The number of
victims has been subject to controversy. During the attack,
civilians were killed and many houses from the same camp’s
neighbourhood bulldozed. Access to the camps was prohibited

itarian organizations and media, even so after

the legitimacy of
history, a military ope
for Israel’s survival. Fo
actions were conducted.

The dissenters came from the opposition in Parliament (Labour
party), the intellectual elite, the mass media and even some IDF
soldiers. They criticized the army’s strategy as not appropriate
(for fighting the PLO), the military methods as disproportionate
(to the threat) and considered the Israeli government as morally
responsible for the killing of civilians (Journal of Palestine
Studies, 1982:214-225).

In the days following the Sabra and Shatila massacre, protest
and emotion grew in intensity. The population was shocked by
the TV images coming from Beirut and the first testimonies of
survivors. How could the “only true democracy” of the Near
East could have gone this far astray?

F. General and Legal Interpretations

The question of whether the Israeli forces had been involved,
directly or indirectly, in the massacre that was reported to have
been carried out by the Phalangists, divided (and still divides)
the legal experts’ and researchers’ communities. Several bodies
tried to describe in legal terms what occurred in the Sabra and
Shatila camps.

At the international level, the Security Council of the United
Nations immediately « condemn[ed] the criminal massacre of
Palestinian civilians in Beirut » (resolution 521, September
19th, 1982). On December 16th, 1982, the General Assembly
declared the massacre as « an act of genocide » (resolution
37/123). Some members asked for an official United Nations
investigation authority to be created, but in vain. A few
international experts, mainly lawyers, therefore established an
“International Commission to enquire into reported violations
of International Law by Israel during its invasion of the
Lebanon”. Sean McBride, President of the International Peace
Bureau in Geneva, was its Head. The experts’ conclusions were
mainly based upon the fourth Geneva Convention. They
asserted that “the Israeli authorities bear a heavy legal
responsibility, as the occupying power, for the massacres at
Sabra and Chatila. From the evidence disclosed, Is
involved in the planning and the preparation

and played a facilitative role in the ac



Lebanese
reconciliatio
implication in
should note tha
intelligence, was killed in omb attack
January 25th, 2005. Two days before his death, he had declared
that he was ready to testify about the Sabra and Shatila
massacre in front of the Belgian Court that charged A. Sharon
for “genocide”, “war crimes”, and “crimes against humanity”
(see below).

On the Israeli side, a national commission of inquiry was also
set up on September 28th, 1982 and was headed by Itzhak
Kahan, Head of the High Court. I. Kahan was asked, with the
help of Aharon Baron, Judge in the High Court and General
Yona Efrat, “to investigate all the facts and factors connected
with the atrocity which was carried out by a unit of the
Lebanese Forces against the civilian population of the Shatilla
and Sabra camps” (The Kahan Commission, 1983). On
February 7 th, 1983, the Kahan Commission published clear
conclusions: the Phalangists perpetrated the atrocities; none of
the Israeli leaders had been directly involved in it.
Nevertheless, the Commission considered that the Israeli
political and military top command bears indirect
responsibility. Indeed, the leaders should have foreseen that the
danger of a massacre existed: “it is evident that the forces who
entered the area were steeped in hatred for the Palestinians, in
the wake of the atrocities and severe injuries done to the
Christians during the civil war in Lebanon by the Palestinians
and those who fought alongside them; and these feelings of
hatred were compounded by a longing for revenge in the wake
of the assassination of the Phalangists’ admired leader Bashir
and the killing of several dozen Phalangists two days before
their entry into the camp” (The Kahan Commission, 1983).
Moreover, “no energetic and immediate actions were taken to
restrain the Phalangists and stop their actions” (The Kahan
Commission, 1983), although IDF soldiers had reported about
illegal activities in the camps. Nonetheless, no legal
proceedings were taken against the Israeli leaders. Only A.
Sharon was blamed personally and asked to “draw the
ropriate personal conclusions arising out of the defects
..) and if necessary, (...) consider whethe
authority” (The Kahan,Commissi
from his office

main objection
ission, however, ¢
Israel’s responsibility. A. Ka
Pradelle (2003) argued that the
was not an isolated incident, contra
inferred. The Sabra and Shatila slau,
Palestinian drama, which had started in e creation
of the Israeli State and the expulsion of Palestinians from their
land. For both authors, the 1982 massacre should be considered
as the prolongation of an old Israeli policy, which has consisted
in threatening the PLO, or even try to eliminate it. As the
McBride Commission noticed: “there has been a conscious
attempt to disrupt the social organisation of the Palestinian
people to ensure that through their dispersal, their sense of
identity and group loyalty would be weakened, if not
destroyed” (Race & Class, 1983:469).

Finally, researchers pointed out signs of the existence of a
“plot” planned by the Israeli top command and the Phalangist
chiefs. They asserted: “The massacre was not a spontaneous act
of vengeance for the murder of Bashir Gemayel, but an
operation planned in advance aimed at effecting a mass exodus
by the Palestinians from Beirut and other parts of Lebanon” (al-
Tal, without date). The Kahan Commission vigorously rejected
the idea of a conspiracy “between anyone from the Israeli
political echelon or from the military echelon in the IDF and
the Phalangists, with the aim of perpetrating atrocities in the
camps” (The Kahan Commission, 1983). It explained that the
entry of the Phalangists into the camps had been carried out
without prior knowledge that a massacre would be perpetrated.

To conclude, one can say that the Israeli hierarchy had probably
not ordered the Phalangists to perpetrate a slaughter. But at the
same time, one should emphasize that the weakening of the
PLO’s infrastructures and the national feelings of Palestinians
by military means have been consistent aims of Israeli politics.

G. Judicial actions

In June 2001, 23 victims of the Sabra and Shatila massacr
ught a complaint against A. Sharon in front of a
him with “genocide




inadmissible.

-* Firstly, the defendant must be found and arrested in Belgium.
At the moment of the trial, however, A. Sharon and General A.
Yaron were living in Israel.

-* Secondly, according to Israeli law, the defendant cannot be
prosecuted if he holds a political office. Indeed, A. Sharon was
Prime Minister when the charges were brought against him.

The group of plaintiffs decided, therefore, to appeal the case to
the Belgium’s Supreme Court of Appeal. In February 2003, the
highest court of Belgium called into question the first argument
that was given by the magistrates’ court. The Supreme Court
asserted that pursuits could be instituted even if the defendant
does not live in Belgium. But the Supreme Court of Appeal
confirmed the second argument which deals with A. Sharon’s
political immunity. In fact, it is likely that some political
pressure was exercised in order to downplay the case.
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U On September 16, 1982, Christian Lebanese militiamen
allied to Israel entered the Palestinian refugee camp of Shatila
and the adjacent neighborhood of Sabra in Beirut under the
watch of the Israeli army and began a slaughter that caused
outrage around the world.

Over the next day and a half, up to 3500 Palestinian and
Lebanese civilians, mostly women, children, and the elderly,
were murdered in one of the worst atrocities in modern Middle
Eastern history.

The New York Times recently published an op-ed containing
new details of discussions held between Israeli and American
officials before and during the massacre. They reveal how
Israeli officials, led by then-Defense Minister Ariel Sharon,
misled and bullied American diplomats, rebuffing their
concerns about the safety of the inhabitants of Sabra and
Shatila .

Lead Up

On June 6, 1982, Israel launched a massive invasion of
Lebanon. It had been long planned by Israeli Defense Minister
Ariel Sharon, who wanted to destroy or severely diminish the
Palestine Liberation Organization, which was based in Lebanon
at the time. Sharon also planned to install a puppet government
headed by Israel's right-wing Lebanese Christian Maronite

allies, the Phalangist Party.
ﬁ Israeli forces advanced all the way to the
i #g capital of Beirut, besieging and bombarding
o “ . the western part of city, where the PLO was
headquartered and the Palestinian refugee
camp of Shatila and the
neighborhood of Sabra are

ody weeklong
arsh inte
ation of US
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d provide

ugust 30, PLO
he remainder of the

On September 10, the Marines le

September 14, the leader of Israe

Gemayel, was assassinated. Gemaye

president of Lebanon by the Lebanese pa , under the
supervision of the occupying Israeli army. His death was a
severe blow to Israel's designs for the country. The following
day, Israeli forces violated the ceasefire agreement, moving into
and occupying West Beirut.

On Wednesday, September 15, the Israeli army surrounded the
Palestinian refugee camp of Shatila and the adjacent
neighborhood of Sabra in West Beirut. The next day,
September 16, Israeli soldiers allowed about 150 Phalangist
militiamen into Sabra and Shatila.

The Phalange, known for their brutality and a history of
atrocities against Palestinian civilians, were bitter enemies of
the PLO and its leftist and Muslim Lebanese allies during the
preceding years of Lebanon's civil war. The enraged Phalangist
militiamen believed, erroneously, that Phalange leader Gemayel
had been assassinated by Palestinians. He was actually killed by
a Syrian agent.

Over the next day and a half, the Phalangists com
e ocities, raping, mutilating, and




Israeli army Chief of Staff Rafael Eitan justified the move
saying it was "to prevent a Phalangist frenzy of revenge." On
September 15, the day before the massacre began, Israeli Prime
Minister Menachem Begin told US envoy Morris Draper that
the Israelis had to occupy West Beirut, "Otherwise, there could
be pogroms".

Almost immediately after the killing started, Israeli soldiers
surrounding Sabra and Shatila became aware that civilians were
being murdered, but did nothing to stop it. Instead, Israeli
forces fired flares into the night sky to illuminate the darkness
for the Phalangists, allowed reinforcements to enter the area on
the second day of the massacre, and provided bulldozers that
were used to dispose of the bodies of many of the victims.

On the second day, Friday, September 17, an Israeli journalist
in Lebanon called Defense Minister Sharon to inform him of
reports that a massacre was taking place in Sabra and Shatila.
The journalist, Ron Ben-Yishai, later recalled:

'l found [Sharon] at home sleeping. He woke up and I told him
"Listen, there are stories about killings and massacres in the
camps. A lot of our officers know about it and tell me about it,
and if they know it, the whole world will know about it. You
can still stop it." I didn't know that the massacre actually started
24 hours earlier. I thought it started only then and I said to him
"Look, we still have time to stop it. Do something about it." He
didn't react™.

On Friday afternoon, almost 24 hours after the killing began,
Eitan met with Phalangist representatives. According to notes
taken by an Israeli intelligence officer present: "[Eitan]
expressed his positive impression received from thesstatement
by the Phalangist forces and their.behavior insthe field," telling
them to continue "mopping up the empty camps south of
Fakahani until tomorrow at 5:00 a.m., at which time they must
stop their action due to American pressure".

On Saturday, American Envoy Morris Draper, sent a furious
message to Sharon stating:

'You must stop the massacres. They are obscene. I have an
officer in the camp counting the bodies. You ought to be
ashamed. The situation is rotten and terrible. They are killing
children. You are in absolute control of the area, and therefore
responsible for the area'.

The Phalangists finally left the area at around 8 o'clock
Saturday morning, taking many of the surviving men with them
for interrogation at a soccer stadium. The interrogations were
carried out with Israeli intelligence agents, who handed many of
the captives back to the Phalange. Some of the men returned to
the Phalange were later found executed.

About an hour after the Phalangists departed Sabra and Shatila,
the first journalists arrived on the scene and the first reports of
what transpired began to reach the outside world.

Casualty Figures

Thirty years later, there is still no accurate total for the number
of people killed in the massacre. Many of the victims were
buried in mass graves by the Phalange and there has been no
political will on the part of Lebanese authorities to investigate.

An official Israeli investigation, the Kahan Commission,
concluded that between 700 and 800 people were killed, based
on the assessment of Israeli military intelligence.

An investigation by Beirut-based British journalist Robert Fisk,
who was one of the first people on the scene after the massacre
ended, concluded that The Palestinian Red Crescent_putthe
number of dead at more than 2000.

In his book, Sabra & Shatila: Inquiry into a Massacre, Israeli
journalist Amnon Kapeliouk reached a maximum figure of
3000 to 3500.
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Aftermath

Israel

Following international outrage, the Israeli government
established a committee of inquiry, the Kahan Commission. Its
investigation found that Defense Minister Sharon bore
"personal responsibility" for the massacre, and recommended
that he be removed from office. Although Prime Minister Begin
removed him from his post as defense minister, Sharon
remained in cabinet as a minister without portfolio. He would
go on to hold numerous other cabinet positions in subsequent
Israeli governments, including foreign minister during Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's first term in office. Nearly 20
years later, in March 2001, Sharon was elected prime minister
of Israel.

In June 2001, lawyers for 23 survivors of the massacre initiated
legal proceedings against Sharon in a Belgian court, under a
law allowing people to be prosecuted for war crimes committed
anywhere in the world.

In January 2002, Phalangist leader and chief liaison to Israel
during the 1982 invasion, Elie Hobeika, was killed by a car
bomb in Beirut. Hobeika led the Phalangist militiamen
responsible for the massacre, and had announced that'he was
prepared to testify against Sharon,who was then'prime minister
of Israel, at a possible war crifmes trial in Belgium. Hobeika's
killers were never found.

In June 2002, a panel of Belgian judges dismissed war crimes
charges against Sharon because he wasn't present in the country
to stand trial.

In January 2006, Sharon suffered a massive stroke. He remains
in a coma on life support.

The United States

For the United States, which had guaranteed the safety of
civilians left behind after the PLO departed, the massacre was a
deep embarrassment, causing immense damage to its reputation
in the region. The fact that US Secretary of State Alexander
Haig was believed by many to have given Israel a "green light"
to invade Lebanon compounded the damage.

In the wake of the massacre, President Reagan sent the Marines
back to Lebanon. Just over a year later, 241 American
servicemen would be killed when two massive truck bombs
destroyed their barracks in Beirut, leading Reagan to withdraw
US forces for good.

The Palestinians

For Palestinians, the Sabra and Shatila massacre was and
remains a traumatic event, commemorated annually. Many
survivors continue to live in Sabra and Shatila, struggling to
eke out a living and haunted by their memories of the slaughter.
To this day, no one has faced justice for the crimes thattook
place.

For Palestinians, the Sabra and Shatila massacre serves as a
powerful and tragic reminder of the vulnerable situation of
millions of stateless Palestinians, and the dangers that they
continue to face across the region, and around the world 1O
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