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venezuela:
neep
Trump Out

U Kieran Allen comments on the situation in Venezuela and the
important lessons for socialists around the world.

Donald Trump is preparing the ground for military intervention
in Venezuela. He is working closely with the leader of the far
right opposition, Juan Guaido, who has proclaimed himself
President.

Trump has recognised Guaido as the legitimate President of the
county and has refused to withdraw US diplomats when the
country’s current leader, Nicholas Maduro, ordered them to
leave. Any attempt to physically remove them will be used by
Trump as a pretext for military intervention.

Trump claims to be acting in the name of ‘freedom and the rule
of law’. But this is a man who has imprisoned thousands of
Central American children in cages. He has currently shut down
the US government because he wants to build out a wall — to
keep out Venezuelans, Mexicans, Colombians and more, who he
implies are rapists or criminals.

The US has a long history of overthrowing

. . regimes in Latin America and backing right

43@»\ wing dictators. It helped overthrow the

AT Allende regime in Chile in 1972 and backed

) the Pinochet dictatorship which murdered

Kieran Allen thousands of prisoners. It backed a coup in

Ireland Argentina which brought General Videla to

power and with him the disappearance of
30,000 victims.

It supported a military coup in Brazil in 1964 to ‘prevent it
becoming another Cuba’. It overthrew the Arbenz government in
Guatemala because it dared nationalise plantation runs by the
United Fruit Company.

The last thing that Venezuela needs is another US sponsored
coup. Trump’s pretexts for intervention are also fabricated.

He says he wants ‘freedom’ for Venezuela but he supports the
brutal regime in Saudi Arabia, even after its murder Jamal
Khashoggi and its role in Yemen.

He says that Maduro was not elected by the majority of his
people — but neither was Trump. He lost the popular vote to
Hillary Clinton — but no other country proclaimed her as the
legitimate President.

There have been a“series of elections in Venezuela, which have
been conducted with at least'the same degree of fairness as in the
US.

The right wing opposition won control of the National Assembly
but later boycotted a Presidential election won by Maduro. In
regional elections for state governors held in 2017, the right wing
opposition predicted they would get 90% of the vote — in fact the
governing PSUV took 18 out of the 23 governorships on a 54%
poll.

None of this, however, means that the Maduro government
commands mass popular support today because the economy is
in free fall. Inflation in Venezuela has gone over 700%; there are
shortages of medical supplies and many face malnutrition. One
dramatic indicator of the crisis is that an estimated 2 million
people have fled the country.

The population is caught between an increasingly authoritarian
regime and a vicious right wing opposition who have engaged in
violent attacks to overthrow it. During the last round of right
wing inspired rebellions, 140 people died. The opposition
supports the rich and privileged in Venezuela who look on the
poor with disdain. They hate the fact that Chavez ran social
programmes to distribute oil profits to the poorest districts.

The Venezuelan tragedy is being used by right wing politicians
all over the world to claim that it shows that socialism fails. But
nothing could be further from the truth. The Venezuelan
experiment did not go far enough in establishing popular power
and uprooting the controls exercised by the wealthy over the
economy. Here is a brief explanation of how this occurred.

Venezuela has always been a deeply divided society but the
current period began when Hugo Chavez, a left wing army
officer, won an election in 1999. In 2002 the right wing staged a
coup against Chavez and briefly put into power a business leader,
Carmona. However, the poor rose up against the coup and
restored Chavez to officer, the events of which are brilliantly in
an Irish documentary The Revolution will not be televised-
Chavez: Inside the Coup. This in turn helped to unleash a wider
revolutionary dynamic against the Venezuelan elite.

Chavez turned even more dramatically leftwards and began to
talk of building ‘21st century socialism’. This, in contrast to the
USSR model, was to be democratic and to be based on grassroots
participation. He used funds from the public owned oil
companies to distribute money to the poor. These was organised
through ‘Bolivarian Missions’ (named after the liberator, Simen
Bolivar) and these brought extra resources for eduecation, health
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and cultural activities to the barrios.



’In order to move towards socialism, we need a people’s power
capable of disarticulating the oppression, exploitation and
domination plots that still exist in the Venezuelan society.
People’s power should be able to shape up new social relations in
our everyday life, where fraternity and solidarity go hand in hand
with the continued emergence of new forms of planning and
production of material wealth for our people.

To achieve that, it is necessary to completely pulverize the
bourgeois state that we have inherited, which is still being
replicated through its old and nefarious practices, and ensure
continuity in the process of creation of new forms of policy
management ‘.

Socialism implies more than mere re-distribution — it means the
taking of control of factories, offices and the wider economy by
working people. It cannot be handed down by military officers or
a guerrilla leader , no matter how left wing they sound, but must
be built by the mass of people themselves. It is to Chavez’s credit
that he partially recognized this.

Even during his time, three problems began to emerge to haunt
the process he had begun:

The country became even more dependent on oil exports. Today
95% of Venezuela’s external income comes from oil, as opposed
to 67% twenty years ago. When oil prices collapsed, the
economy got into severe difficulties.

The Bolivarian revolution did not uproot the power of the rich
clans — the Capriles, Cohen, Otero Silva, Baute — who
dominated its society. In particular, private interests were able to
keep control the importation of food. They could get a hold of
dollars at very cheap rates — and then make huge profits on the
sale of food in the local currency inside Venezuela.

Within a deeply corrupt state, a Chavista bureaucracy emerged to
thwart popular will. This became obvious when the peasants tried
to seize land or when workers wanted to take control of their
factories. The state bureaucracy, including elements which
pretended to support Chavez, stopped them.

On top of these problems the Obama regime in the US began to
impose sanctions on Venezuela, which Trump then intensified
when he took office. To go forward, Venezuela needed to deepen
the revolution — and seek to spread it to the Latin American
countries.

The tragedy is that Chavez’s successor is doing the opposite.
Faced with a chaotic situation, Maduro has attempted to appease
sections of the rich and the military generals, even when they
despise hi le suffices to show the direction:

and even paid them co

He has offered them a ten 1day — all in the hope of
bringing in more foreign investment. In reality, these types of
moves have only deepened the economic chaos.

The Venezuela experience contains important lessons for
socialists all over the world.

First, we can never underestimate the determination, brutality and
sabotage that the rich will engage in to stop any attempt — no
matter how mild —to tamper with their privileges. When they
have no success in their own countries, they will call in their Big
Brother in the White House.

Second, defeating them means continuing and deepening a
revolutionary process. Rather than halting at expressions of
loyalty to a left wing hero, working people must take matters into
their own hands to take over the wealth. Never again must banks,
food importers or key industries be left in the hands of the rich.

We will always have to take forward the fight until we uproot a
brutal system based on exploitation and violence U
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The Last Letter

James Clark Jr
U.S.A.

A tear ran down her cheek
As she read the words he wrote
His dad sat at the table
With a lump in his throat
The letter was stained
With blood mixed with sand
It was a letter
From their son in a far off land
The letter said, Mom the pain I cannot stand
From the shrapnel that ripped through this young
man
I feel the pain so badly
It makes me scream and cry
I know I will not see you
I know that I will die
So I just wanted to say
Before God calls me home
Don't worry about me anymore
No, I am not alone
I know that there will be days
That you both sit and cry
I know there will be days
That you wonder why
The reason is Mom
This is what I signed up to do
So that our country can stay free and true
Well, I will go now
Things are starting to fade
No, I am not alone, Mom, nor am I afraid
But before God calls me home there is
something
I must say
I thought of you all each and every day
The medic, he is trying to keep me alive and ease
my pain
But [ must go now
It is time, God, he says so
I love you all and miss you
This is the last letter
The last one I have wrote.

Let’s Make Peace
Not War

Anush Kostanyan
Armenia

O Look around you. Observe the world you are living in. Can
you feel the beating of a thousand desperate hearts? Can you see
the fear for tomorrow in the looks of people? Can you hear the
cries of a thousand mothers who are losing their children each
day ?

Now ask yourself, is this the place where you always wanted to
live? Is this the place where each child expects to grow up when
they open their innocent eyes and see the world for the first time?
Are you able to look in the eyes of those children without the
feeling of shame for this reality full of evil, which they have to
face? Is this what we have prepared for them throughout
centuries and years ?

We cannot deny the simple truth that we were the ones who have
been constantly shaping this reality. But another simple truth is
that it is not too late to change something. We can make this
world a better place if we try. So why not to create good instead
of evil? Why not to make peace instead of war? Why not to
spread love and compassion instead of hate and arrogance?

No one is born with evil within. We are born, filled with love
towards everyone and everything around us. But instead of just
following our hearts full of light, we keep feeding ourselves with
darkness over and over again. When did we stop to judge people
by their personality and started to consider the color of their
skin? What urged us to acknowledge someone as an enemy just
because of the place they were born in? Isn’t Earth the only place
all of us were born in? Are the borders that someone has drawn
on the map powerful enough to build in our souls the borders of
prejudice, alienating us from each other? Yes, they are! As long
as we let them be. As long as we teach our children to let them be
powerful enough .

When the world and this life are nearly destroyed by the evil and
hate we spread, we would hardly care about the power we have
towards others. We would hardly care about the God others are
praying for, as long as those prayers can give us a chance to
survive. So why won’t we stop caring about it right now, at this
very moment? Why won’t we start making this world a better
place by creating peace and compassion? And finally, why won’t
we earn the right to look at our children’s eyes with the feeling of
pride for the world we have built for them ?

Think about these questions and, no doubt, you will find the
answers. Because the answers to those questions are buried deep
inside each one of us. And we will discover thoseranswers as
soon as we dispel the dust of evil andshate’from our hearts 011
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Sam Friedlander

Something
Called

Peace

U “There is something called peace.”

Sometimes you hear someone speak and their words ingrain
themselves into the creases on your palms and the blood in your
veins. They settle into your bones and stay there, rattling around
in your thoughts and refusing to let you hear anything else.

“There is something called peace,” the man before me promised,
and in that moment, I knew these words would become a part of
me—present in the mist of my breath on cold mornings and the
salt of my tears when I cried—for the rest of my life.

Miles from the Syrian/Jordanian border on a chilly evening in the
fall of 2014, my study abroad classmates and I were huddled
together in a dusty patch of dirt between expansive crop fields
and a small farmhouse, speaking with a Syrian woman, a
Jordanian farmer who was allowing her and her daughters to stay
on his land, and a translator who interpreted their words from
rapid, tearful Arabic for us. The woman had recently fled war-
torn Syria with her two daughters after the Islamic State (ISIS)
had taken control of her neighborhood. The threats had become
too stifling, too real, to ignore.

Danger came not only from ISIS but from her own family.

Her husband, who had staunchly refused to flee
and remained in Syria, had recently ordered
that she and her daughters return to Syria to
reunite the family, despite the certain danger
that awaited them. ISIS’s militant, extremist
opinions make it difficult for Muslims who
hold less extreme views to live in ISIS-
controlled areas; the woman we spoke with
explained, for example, that although she could
make the personal choice to wear or not wear a
hijab (a traditional head covering) in Jordan,
she would be forced to wear one at all times in
Syria or risk death.

U.S.A.

She had no choice, she explained, but to obey her husband’s
command and return. Soon, perhaps even the next day, she would
leave the safety of the Jordanian farm and begin the journey back

to her old home in Syria, crossing the nearby border and
continuing deeper into the unstable war zone her country had
become.

After she told us her story, she wanted to know more about us.
We told her some of our stories, re-creating our journey for her
in shared, translated bits and pieces.

We were university students from all over the United States and
several other countries, studying human rights with an
organization called theSchool for International Training
(specifically its International Honors Program sector). We were
traveling around the world to hear firsthand stories like hers—
stories of injustices and tragedies but also of survival and
endurance. We had spent a month in Chile, would now be in
Jordan for a month, and would next travel to Nepal for a month
before returning home in late December. We had spoken to
survivors of torture, to international human rights lawyers, and to
social justice artists and organizers. And now we were here to
listen to her story, to learn what we could from her, and to take
what we learned back home with us, if that’s what she wanted—
to share her story, to increase solidarity with her people, to
ensure that she would be remembered, somewhere, by someone.

After we had spoken with her for a while, she paused, and then
spoke quickly and emotionally to our translator. Confused, we
waited for an explanation, the woman’s face difficult to make out
as the evening darkened. Our translator hurried to assure her of
something before telling us what had just happened. The woman
had explained that she felt terrible that they weren’t offering
anything to us, and she had wondered if she should perhaps go to
the closest grocery store to get us tea or something else. “We
haven’t done enough for you,” she told us. Politely, humbly, we
declined. She had honored us immeasurably simply by speaking
with us.

“I will pray for you, for your safe return home,” she told us as we
concluded the visit. She promised us that she would pray for us
as we had told her we would pray for her, that she would pray for
us to return to our country safely as she hoped she, too, would be
able to do, and I found myself fighting tears. This woman before
us had fought bravely against an oppressive regime to keep her
family safe and would soon return against her will to a country
controlled by extremists who wanted her and her family dead
simply for existing. Yet she promised to take time to bless us
with prayers of safety as we, too, crossed unknown lands on our
way back home.

Permutations of Prayer

I grew up being taught about the power of prayer. Be mindful
about what you say, I was told. It was not just words but
thoughts, song lyrics, whispered musings in the dark as you fall
asleep—everything you put out into the world has energy in its
intention and power in its vibration.

However you want to label it, whatever words you want to use.te
describe it, and whoever or whatever you choose_to-believe in is
listening. Expression is sacred and.meaningful. Wherever you
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are, whoever you are, and whatever you are saying, you are
heard.

But growing up in the Bible Belt, even though I’ve seen religion
do great things, I’ve also heard the promise of prayer used in a
frustratingly intolerant way. The words might be “T’ll pray for
you,” but the unspoken end to the sentence is often “because you
need it—because the way you are living is wrong.” Maybe you
don’t attend the “right” spiritual institution, or you don’t love the
“right” person, or you don’t have the “right” moral values, and so
they promise to pray for you so you may reorient your life to
align with their specific values. Somewhere along the way the
assumptions ruin the sentiment, and it’s hard to even hear the
words over the roar of narrow-mindedness.

I packed up an overstuffed backpack and an unreasonably tiny
suitcase sometime in August the year before, and off I went,
trekking up volcanoes on the Chilean/Argentinian border,
fighting off motion sickness in rickety busses hurtling down
mountains  surrounding Kathmandu, exploring passages
crisscrossing under Istanbul’s busy streets. I rode a horse, an
elephant, a camel. I ate snails and yak cheese and the best
hummus I’ll ever find. I learned more than I had learned in 15
years of standard education, I grew personally more than I
thought was possible, and I met people who were inspiring in
ways I’d never even imagined.

And an entire world told me they’d pray for me.

I heard Chilean priests and Palestinian refugees and Syrian
farmers and Nepali women tell me they’d pray for me, and not
once did it make me think of anything but the incredible,
somewhat overwhelming power of humanity—the simplicity of
people caring about other people. A woman stood with us on a
farm near the border of Syria, peering through the night toward
her devastated, exhausted country, and what she wanted to tell us
was that she would pray for us. I will never forget the sound of
those words, the way they tasted as I repeated them in my stories
once I’d returned home, and the way they felt when I held them
in my hands before me and wondered what I could possibly do
with them that would honor their worth.

Planting Seeds of Peace

The man who owned the farm where the Syrian woman worked
spoke up before we left that night. “There is something he wants
to tell you, and he wants to tell you very honestly,” our translator
began. “He wants you to know: There is something called
peace.” There is something called war, too, the farmer had said,
slowly and deliberately, speaking in Arabic for long minutes
before the translator broke in to explain. That’s why he wanted
us to visit his farm and talk to the Syrian families he let live
there—because there are so many conflicts, and the war in Syria
has been so appalling, and someone has to learn what is
happening before the violence can be stopped. “But there is
something called peace.”

The woman told us again that she would pray for us, and we
promised that:we.would do the same for her, and the city lights of

a battle-scarred Syria twinkled on the horizon, and the night was
very quiet, and I felt very small, and very big.

Wherever I go now, I walk a path paved with prayers for safety
from one of the bravest women I’ll ever meet. I go with the
reminder that although there is war and danger and fear in the
world, there is also peace.

I wonder sometimes where the Syrian woman we spoke to that
night is now. I wonder if she crossed the border safely, if her two
daughters are still with her, if her husband has reconsidered his
insistence that the family remain in an ISIS-controlled area of
Syria. I pray for her as she prayed for us—pray for her, her
family, and her country. I pray for the farmer who let her live and
work on his farm—opray that if students come to visit him again
this year, he still tells them that there is something called peace. I
pray he still believes that, and that he always will.

I believe him. There is something called peace. I know because I
heard it, harmonizing with the hushed, lilting Arabic of a Syrian
refugee woman who once told me she’d pray for me to return
home safely U
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@)Y Amy Peterson
US.A.

There's more to the story,
than what just appears.
A war written story,
from blood and from tears.
My son went to war,
a very proud man.
He fought in Iraq,
on the hot desert sands.
He witnessed his buddies,
his comrades, his men,
bleeding and dying,
he witnessed their end.
Where is Pvt. Tommy?
He's blown up all around,
his comrades spent hours,
picking him from the ground.
Sleeping in holes,
dug in the sand,
dreaming of home,
but it's become foreign land.
He can't tell his enemy,
from family or foe,
as he watches his friends sent out,
with tags on their toe.
He knows his Mama,
1s sleepless like him,
and he tries to send word,
whenever he can.
He tries not to worry,

He ye 1s buddies,
that died over there.
He's caught with the living,
in a doubled looped snare.
He screams in the night,
for the battle still roars,
as he lays in his bed,
he re-lives all the horror.
Nobody heard the fight,
he still fights,
except for his Mama,
who comforts him every night.
He never will be,
the son I once knew,
the war killed that part,
for freedom, for you.
Great Nation, Great Leaders,
and all those who will hear,
Freedom began
on a mother's first tear.

Quebec City / Qucbec
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