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In an excerpt from the poem entitled The Last Speech of
the ‘Red Indian’ to the White Man, the prominent
Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish draws an analogy
between Palestinians and Native American nations who
were forced to live in diaspora in their own land. He
addresses the colonizer:

“You who come from beyond the sea, bent on war,
don’t cut down the tree of our names,

don’t gallop your flaming horses across

the open plains

Don’t bury your God

in books that back up your claim of

your land over our land ...”

U The attachment to the land is a common trait among people.
Confiscating the land of a community can be the equivalent of the
confiscation of its identity, history and future.

Between the Palestinians and First Nations in Canada and the
United States, there is an intrinsic connection as both peoples
were colonized and forcefully stripped of their territory and
resources.

Both peoples have a deep relationship with, and responsibility to
the land, and when that land is taken away, the culture is
destroyed.

Historical oppression and

Maureen Clare Murphy, a Chicago journalist and Palestinian
solidarity activistzelaims that “every two in three Palestinians. in

Gaza is a refugee.

Israel has denied Palestinians from returning to the land from
which they were expelled, a right enshrined in international law.”
This year’s commemoration of Land Day on March 30 came
amid a turbulent international context, notably in light of U.S.
President Donald Trump’s declaration of Jerusalem as the capital
of Israel, an announcement that ended all hopes of a peaceful
settlement to the conflict.

Trump’s announcement also reminds us how the confiscation and
domination of lands are essential aspects of the Zionist
settler/colonial mindset. Professor Hamid Dabashi from
Columbia University asserts that “Israecl, which is rooted in a
racist ideology, is a European colonial settlement created by a
ghastly British colonial officer and now sustained by an even
more thuggish U.S. imperialism.”

Like the colonization of Indigenous lands in North America and
the squeezing of Indigenous peoples into tiny spaces called
“reserves,” the colonization and appropriation of Palestinian land
has been unrelenting since the establishment of Israel. Today it’s
accelerating at a startling speed.

Resistance and sacrifice

Palestinians inside the Occupied Territories as well as in diaspora
have commemorated Land Day since 1976, when violence
erupted in the wake of the Israeli government’s decision to
expropriate Arab-owned land in northern Israel to build Jewish
settlements.

In the confrontations with the Israeli army and police in 1976, six
Palestinians were killed and about 100 wounded.

Forty-two years later, and almost the same scene played out again
this year, but with even more blood and brutality.

The struggle of the Palestinian people since
the peasant revolution in 1936 underscores |
how valuable the land is to them. It’s more k-
than an economic importance; it is deeper,
more emotional and existential. According
to Salam Abu Sharar, the land for which
Palestinians continue to die and sacrifice is
not comprised of only buildings, dust, trees
and stones, but rather “a gift to the original
mother, the land that carries all meaning of
life in the conscience of its children.”

Tesbih Habbal

Canada

The power of non-violent

“Non-violent struggle is the most powerful means-available to
those struggling for freedom,” says Gene'Sharp, the founder of
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we often
hear, Israe greater res or their rights, and

Palestinians would have their state by now.

During each Land Day, tens of thousands of unarmed Palestinian
protesters are doing just that as they march peacefully,
demanding to regain their land. These tactics of mass non-
violence are Israel’s worst nightmare, because they threaten to
belie Israel’s claims of victimhood.

It’s also worth noting here that non-violent Palestinian resistance
is nothing new. The truth, as Yousef Munayyer writes, is that
“there is a long, rich history of non-violent Palestinian resistance
dating back well before 1948, when the state of Israel was
established atop a depopulated Palestine. It has just never
captured the world’s attention the way violent acts have.”

Using violence to fight non-violence

Israel has reacted to Palestinians’ non-violent resistance with
tactics of violence and intolerance similar to those employed by
the Arab dictators who were toppled during the Arab Spring.
While the Arab Spring uprisings represented a stand against
ruthless dictatorships, Palestinians are standing up against what is
often perceived by the West as one of the “most democratic”
countries in the Middle East.

But just as Arab dictators used violence and brutal repression
against unarmed protesters, Israel’s security forces have shown
no reluctance in using similar coercive means to repress unarmed
protesters.

According to a Reuters report, 16 Palestinians were reported
killed on the Gaza Strip on March 30 as Israel used force against
tens of thousands of demonstrators who had gathered along the
Gaza-Israel boundary.

The killings continued, and on April 6, another 491 were injured
after they were shot from across the Israeli border. Well-known
Palestinian journalist Yasser Murtaja was among the dead. He
died from a gunshot wound while filming in the area.

These are not “clashes,” as western media outlets like the BBC
and the New York Times framed them. They’re massacres.
There’s no other word for it.

It’s not a clash when one side is shooting and the other is getting
shot. The only thing clashing are Israeli bullets into Palestinian
bodies. Gideon Levy, an Israeli journalist with Haaretz, writes

especially for

The words of the famous Lebanese singer Julia Boutros will keep
resonating in the minds and hearts of Palestinians yearning for a
return to their Indigenous lands:

“They leave and we stay, and the land will remain ours.

Today we are stronger, stronger than all the epics.

My home is here, my land is here. The sea, the plains, the river
are ours.” 14

** Houssem Ben Lazreg: PhD Candidate/ Teaching Assistant of
French/ Freelance Translator/Interpreter, University of Alberta.

** Tesbih Habbal: Assistant researcher, University of Chicago.

The Exile

Salem Jubran

Palestine

The sun walks through the border
Guns keep silent
A skylark starts its morning song
In Tulkarem
And flies away to sup
With the birds of a Kibbutz
A lonely donkey strolls

Across the firing line

Unheeded by the watching squad
But for me, your ousted son, my native
land,
Between your skies and my eyes,
A stretch of border walls
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' the worst mass murder to take
in Canadian history, was a shock to Canada’s multicultu

A local halal grocery store owner, a professor at Université
Laval, three civil servants and a pharmacy worker were brutally
killed on Jan. 29, 2017. The six men, originally from Morocco,
Algeria and Guinea, were fathers, sons, husbands, brothers:
Ibrahima Barry, aged 39, Mamadou Tanou Barry, 42, Khaled
Belkacemi, 60, Aboubaker Thabti, 44, Abdelkrim Hassane, 41,
and Azzedine Soufiane, 57.

Yet the rising Islamophobia in Canada had impacted Muslims
long before this tragedy. And not surprising to many, the hatred
has continued to rise.

Hate crimes on the rise

Statistics Canada found hate crimes against Muslims in Canada
grew 253 per cent from 2012 to 2015. It got even worse: police-
reported general hate crimes shot up by 50 per cent in 2017
reaching a new all-time high. These numbers are largely driven
by incidents targeting Muslim, Jewish and Black people with the
increases being driven mainly by events in Ontario and Québec.

Muslims have been constructed as the “enemies within” and
represent the new folk devils that threaten the stability of the
nation. According to a 2017 Radio Canada poll, most Canadians
(74 per cent) favour a Canadian values test for Muslim
immigrants, while 23 per cent favour a ban on Muslim
immigration, a level of support that rises to 32 per cent in
Québec.

White nationalism in Canada

Alexandre Bissonnette, who has pleaded guilty to six counts of
first-degree murder and six counts of attempted murder in
Québec City, spent the day of the attack drinking alcohol, reading
stories about President Trump’s Muslim ban and visiting the
Twitter feeds of extreme right personalities Ann Coulter, Bill
O'Reilly and the Facebook page of France’s far-right Front
National leader Marine Le Pen. He was reportedly angered over a
Jan. 29 tweet by Justin Trudeau on welcoming refugees to
Canada and left his parents’ house armed with a gun and racist,
anti-Muslim, xenophobic hate.

Media reports rushed to blame this tragedy on anti-Muslim hatred
south of the border, exemplified by U.S. President Donald
Trump’s Is i toric and policies.

But a study about the white nationalist website Stormfront found
that Islamophobic sentiments were more prominent from
Canadian subscribers than in the United States.

Canada has its own history of policies that promote
Islamophobia. For example, the Harper era was riddled with
policies that target Muslims, such as the “Zero Tolerance for
Barbaric Cultural Practices Act,” Security Certificates (involving
secret evidence and trials), the Anti-Terrorism Act and the
proposed nigab ban at citizenship ceremonies. Many of these
policies still exist, however, there is no longer a nigab ban at
citizenship ceremonies and Senate has passed a Bill to remove
the language “barbaric” from the “Barbaric Cultural Practices
Act.”

Queébec’s policies, such as Bill 94 banning the nigab from public
and civic spaces and the Charter of Values, also contributed to
this breeding ground of Islamophobic fear and white angst.

The breeding grounds of white nationalism and xenophobia are
rife online. Stepping out of the shadows of internet chat rooms
and congregating openly through public rallies across Canada
over the past two years, the presence of white supremacist
nationalism is gaining renewed impetus. There are approximately
100 white supremacist groups operating in Canada. The Canada
Border Services Agency found that “right-wing ideology” in
Alberta is growing.

Police are investigating members of an anti-
Islam group reportedly having ties to (white
supremacist groups) “The Clann Northern
Alberta Infidel Division” and “Wolves of
Odin” who confronted worshippers at
Canada’s first mosque, Al-Rashid Mosque
in Edmonton this January. They were
“scouting” the premises and harassing
community members in the parking lot.

Dr. Jasmin Zine

Canada

In early February, three men and one high school student were
arrested in upstate New York for planning attacks against a
Muslim community in Islamberg. They were found to be in
possession of numerous guns and explosive devices. They were
described as “former Boy Scouts” in the news report. The “B
Scout” narrative is an example of “white excepti i
white assailants are seen as a “fe




fugees to Canada.

Responses to the tragedy

The report following the Parliamentary hearings on Motion 103
(a non-binding motion asking the Canadian government to
condemn Islamophobia) and systemic racism largely sidelined the
issue of Islamophobia which was the original impetus for this
inquiry following the Québec shootings. Out of 30
recommendations, only one mentions Islamophobia as part of a
generic statement condemning systemic racism and religious
discrimination.

Moreover Pablo Rodriguez, Minister of Canadian Heritage and
Multiculturalism declared: “systemic racism” was “not a part of

Derbali who
e shooter and saved countless
lives should serve to dislodge the destructive stereotypes of
“radical” Muslims in conflict with Canadian values, but his
sacrifice also remains as a mere footnote to this tragedy.

violence. The her

Muslim groups across the country have called for Jan. 29 to be
designated as a National Day of Remembrance and Action on
Islamophobia. Making it a federal day would be an act of
solidarity that would help to ensure the lessons learned from this
tragedy will not be forgotten.

* Jasmin Zine: Professor of Sociology, Wilfrid Laurier University
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GAZA IS ENCIRCLED BY DEATH
BUT THE DEATH SURROUNDED
IT WITH LOVE.

GAZA SURROUNDED BY
INJUSTICE
BUT HOPE ENCIRCLED IT
WITH PEACE.

GAZA LIVES WITHOUT PEACE
BUT RESISTANCE EXISTS OUR
PRESENCE
IS OUR FUTURE.

GAZA, HABIBTI KEEP
STANDING
BY FLOWERS HUGGING THE
MOON
AND LIFE FOREVER
GAZA TELLS THE STORY OF
THE PALESTINIAN PHOENIX
WHEN IT CONQUERS DEATH.
GAZA DEATH, BLOOD AND
CARNAGE LOVE AND SCREAM
IN THE SILENCE.

GAZA BE REVOLUTION AND
DREAM HURRICANE AND
MERMAID OF ANGELS IN THE
WORLD.

GAZA MAKE A CHILD SMILE
AFTER EVERYTHING AROUND
DIE AND STAY LIFE
GAZA WILL NEVER DIE AND
WILL NEVER KNEEL, WILL
KEEP UP HOPE AND FUTURE
FROM THE SKY.
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The Return March:
The Other Face of the Coin

Mahmoud Alkhateeb

Palestine

U Einstein has once defined insanity as the act of doing the same thing over and over
and expecting different results. We, the Palestinians have never tried to take time to
face reality, It is hard for us to stick to facts, our religious propaganda has blinded us
and madness has conquered every single aspect of our political, social and economic
life. One of the greatest madnesses on earth is the so-called "the Great March of
Return". It is a weekly event in which thousands of Palestinians march to the eastern
border of Gaza Strip to protest their right to return, the same event is used by Hamas to
serve its own political and financial interests.

Today, the world witnesses one of the ugliest clashes between the Israeli military and

unarmed civilians across the border of Gaza Strip. Every Friday after the payers,
Hamas would call people to march. Hamas facilitates the transportation from the
centers of cities and refugee camps to the clash zone, it has rented several buses for the
purpose. It has announced financial rewards for the victims “heroes” of the clashes.
200--$-- for injuries, 1000--$-- for martyrdom. In the circumstances under which the
population of Gaza lives currently, suffering collective punishment by Mahmoud Abbas
government in the West Bank, the Israeli siege and Hamas taxation, some might find
these rewards encouraging. The majority join the march to put an end to their miserable
lives. The madness has ended the life of 257 protestors, tens of thousands were injured.

A high number of children is among the casualties, over 60 killed and 4500 injured
which indicates a systematic targeting by the Israeli soldiers, but it also indicates the
large number of minors and teenagers joining the protest. The majority of the families
which suffered the loss of a child had no idea that their minor was joining the protests.
Ramzi Al-Satari from Rafah has lost his 11 years old boy Magdi in the protests. A
video showing the father stating he had no idea his child was taken to the protest
became viral on social media and it raises the question about the moral responsibility of
Hamas as the organizer of these events. Magdi was not the only child taken there.
These kids would not have been able to reach the clash area without being picked in
Hamas’s busses. Last week Hasan Al-Shalabi a 14 years old schoolboy had the same
fate. A day before Hasan was shot he was recorded on a video saying he just wants to
find a job to help his family only to be taken to the clash zone the next day.

The Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas announced he has dedicated a seat on both
the Executive and the Revolutionary councils of PLO, Mr. Abbas has forgotten that
history will remember him for his collective punishment against Gaza, it will not
remember how he rewarded a child after he died. What matters is what he does and will
do to hundreds of thousands of other kids still struggling with life, death, poverty, and
hunger in Gaza due to his policies and those of Hamas and Israel.

The responsibility for these unnecessary losses lies with the soldiers who pulled the
trigger, but also it lies with the local community, the organizers, the bus drivers, and
mosque Imams. These children should not have been taken there. The world observes
today the ugliest face of Machiavellianism practiced by Hamas QU
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but can it last?

How much does someone reliant on the
mainstream media know about what is
happening in Israel and the Occupied
Palestinian Territories? A few more
Palestinians shot dead in Gaza — Israel
acting purely in self-defence, of course —
and that’s probably about it. But anyone
who reads reports by the UN, local NGOs
or human rights organisations, or indeed
follows the Israeli press, will see that
Israel is approaching a watershed moment.

From Theodor Herzl, the founding father
of political Zionism, to the present day the
dream of a Greater Israel comprising, at
least, all of historic Palestine has never
been relinquished. “We shall endeavour to
expel the poor population across the
border  unnoticed,”  wrote  Herzl.
According to Israel’s first Prime Minister
David Ben Gurion in 1938, “After we
become a strong force, as the result of the
creation of a state, we shall abolish
partition and expand to the whole of
Palestine.” The necessity of “transferring”
the indigenous population to ensure a
Jewish majority was also clearly
articulated in Israel’s “Plan Dalet”, which
was put into operation during the Nakba
of 1948.

A two-state solution has been discussed
endlessly ever since. It is still the avowed
policy of the Palestinian Authority and is
supported, at least nominally, by the EU
and the US. However, the Israeli
government doesn’t even bother to pay it
lip service any more. In November,
former minister Gideon Sa’ar said, “We
cannot accept an Arab state in Judea and
Samaria [the West Bank] regardless of
who demandsui

At the same time, Deputy Foreign
Minister Tzipi Hotovely said: “The two
state solution proved that it failed and we
need to repeat the word ‘stability’ today.
The word ‘peace’ is not relevant in this
era.” Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
has made it crystal clear that while he is in
charge there will never be a Palestinian
state in the West Bank.

Since the Oslo Accords in 1993,
“transfer” has been well under way, with
all Palestinians in Area C of the West
Bank being herded into scattered pockets
of territory, which together constitute only
10 per cent of what was once Palestine.
To achieve a Greater Israel with a Jewish
majority the next stage will presumably be
the “transfer” of these Palestinians to
Jordan or elsewhere, possibly together
with Palestinian citizens of Israel, who are
frequently referred to as a “demographic
threat” to the “Jewishness” of the state of
Israel.

On the ground, the work of terrorising the
indigenous population is carried out partly
by the illegal settlers, of whom there are
now over 600,000 in East Jerusalem and
the West Bank. Increasingly violent, they
destroy property, attack local people
including children going to school, spray-
paint threats on the walls of Palestinian
homes and throw Molotov cocktails at
Palestinian cars, all under the benevolent
gaze of the Israeli army. In 2018, there
were 482 attacks by settlers, a threefold
increase on the previous year.

The army itself harasses Palestinians at
checkpoints, polices the Israeli-only
highwa isscross the West Bank

all 5 to move around the
Occupied Territories, to travel abroad or
to build or extend a home. Palestinian
citizens of Israel itself suffer from over 50
discriminatory laws and are increasingly
forced to live in segregated areas, while in
the Gaza Strip the besieged population
struggles on the brink of total collapse.

All of Israel’s policies are plainly
calculated to make life pretty well
unbearable for the Palestinians, whether
under direct Israeli rule or under military
occupation. The Israeli public, meanwhile,
has been thoroughly desensitised into
accepting escalating levels of violence as
“normal”. Twenty years ago, major
incursions into Gaza brought Israelis out
onto the streets of Tel Aviv in protest.
Now, picnickers flock to vantage points
overlooking the enclave to enjoy the
spectacle. It seems that there are now no
domestic constraints on what any Israeli
government sees fit to visit upon the
indigenous population.

On the world stage the political scene
appears to favour Israel being able to play
out the endgame without external
interference.

Trump and his fervently Zionist son-in-
law arrived in the White House at just the
right moment, implicitly recognising
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and openly
encouraging the spread of the illegal
settlements.

During Trump’s
presidency to-date,
planned settlement

expansion has increased
by 250 per cent. The US
President has not only
withdrawn  all
from Palestini




he has also denied their refugee status
altogether.

In the wider region, surrounding countries
are either strongly aligned with US-Israel
policy or in the throes of bitter internal
conflicts. The Ramallah-based Palestinian
Authority has long since been reduced to
total subjugation by the occupying power,
Israel.

Elsewhere, from Europe to Brazil, far
right parties and regimes have expressed
admiration and support for Israel’s racist
policies. In embracing these new friends,
Netanyahu has made it clear where he
stands, in an increasingly polarised world.

Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu (R) and Brazil's President-elect
Jair Bolsonaro give a press conference
after holding a meeting at the Copacabana
fort in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on
December 28, 2018.(Photo by LEO
CORREA/AFP/Getty Images)

Israel’s Prime  Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu (R) and Brazil’s President-
elect Jair Bolsonaro give a press
conference after holding a meeting at the
Copacabana fort in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
on December 28, 2018.

When the blatantly racist Nation-State
Basic Law was announced last year, it was
actually criticised by some members of the
Knesset as being bad PR. The MKs need
not have worried. The EU expressed
“concern” but there was no suggestion
that Israel’s extremely close economic and
political ties with Europe would in any
way be affected.

Nevertheless, Israel must be acutely aware
of the volatility of international politics,
and knows that the current alignment of
forces favouring unhindered expansion
cannot be relied upon to last forever. With
legal cases building up against him,
Trump and his entourage could be
removed from the White House. In the
US, new voices of protest have been
raised in Congress against Israel’s
policies, and solidarity —with the
Palestinian people has been expressed by
movements like Black Lives Matter.

Among American Jews, polls have shown
waning support for Israel, matched by a
surge in the membership of organisations
like Jewish Voice for Peace. Netanyahu
may be happy to form alliances with neo-
fascist Eastern European states steeped in
anti-Semitism, but this must horrify many
of Israel’s traditional supporters abroad.

Both in Europe and the US, the campaign
of boycott, divestment and sanctions
(BDS) has been gathering in strength,
despite the strenuous efforts of the pro-
Israel lobby to criminalise it. Victories
such as Airbnb’s decision not to advertise
homestays in the illegal settlements are
naturally fought tooth and nail by Israel
with all the legal and political resources at
its disposal, but this usually serves simply
to bring the underlying issues to the notice
of a much wider public. In Britain, the
motions passed by overwhelming
majorities in the annual conferences of the
Trades Union Congress and the Labour
Party last autumn are clear indicators of
growing grassroots support for the
Palestinian people.

On the international scene, there is a very
strong prima facie case that could see
Israel brought before the International
Criminal Court for war crimes and crimes
against humanity. The Palestinians have
naturally been under huge pressure not to
pursue proceedings, but so far they have
held firm.

Since Israel and its supporters are unable
to refute the mountains of evidence of the
state’s gross violations of international
law, their only possible recourse has been
to silence the critics.

UNIVERSITY OF
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In Britain especially, the campaign to
equate criticism of Israel with anti-
Semitism has focused on getting the so-
called IHRA definition of anti-Semitism
accepted, preferably with no caveats to
ensure freedom of speech. It is no
coincidence that the smearing of Labour
with accusations of anti-Semitism began
with the election of a party leader who has
been outspoken in his support for
Palestinian rights.

Despite Labour’s reluctance to see off
such accusations, they have again largely
served to fuel public debate on Israel’s
interference in British politics and the
dangers that this represents.

Above all else, the sheer cruelty of Israel’s
actions  throughout the  Occupied
Palestinian  Territories has become
impossible to ignore. As the Israeli
General  Election approaches, the
candidates are vying with one another in
their claims to be the most brutal against
Palestinians. Former General Benny
Gantz, a hot favourite to succeed
Netanyahu, brags about killing 1,364
Palestinians and flourishes his claim of
having “sent parts of Gaza back to the
Stone Age,” actions that Amnesty
International has defined as war crimes.

When he was Foreign Minister, Avigdor
Lieberman called openly for the expulsion
or beheading of Palestinian citizens who
are “disloyal” to the self-declared Jewish
state.

Israel’s policies of expansion and
expulsion have been totally consistent
from the beginning. Only the public
discourse has changed, now reflecting
these policies much more openly and
brazenly; it is on a winning streak, but will
it last?

Whatever the future holds, we must take
this seriously, and then decide whether we
stand with the rule of law and hold Israel
accountable, or the law of the jungle and
let it continue to act with impunity.

Hilary Wise is a writer, academic and activist
for Palestinianwights.
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An eerie video of a photo of one “Hajj
Jamal Ghalaini” with a prayer on a
backing track pops up occasionally on
Facebook. The voice is that of an
allegedly religious sheikh, praying for the
well-being of the man in the photo for
saving the Palestinian refugee youth of
Lebanon by facilitating their departure to
Europe.

The video would have been just another
odd social media post, were it not for the
fact that Ghalaini is a real person, with his
name recurring in the ongoing tragedy of
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon. Many
have credited their successful “escape”
from the country to this person who, they
say kindly, has made the journey to
Europe far cheaper than all other
smugglers of desperate human beings.

We know little about Ghalaini, except that
he seems to operate brazenly, without

many legal repercussions from the
Lebanese authorities or the Palestine
Liberation Organisation (PLO), the

supposed caretaker of Palestinian refugees
in Lebanon.

Something very strange is going on.

Immediately after the Trump
administration in the US began to promote
its “Deal of the Century”, the issue of
Palestinian refugees — fundamental to the
Palestinian national struggle — once
again took center-stage.

Although Trump’s plan is yet to be
revealed fully, early indications suggest
that it intends to remove Jerusalem

entirely from any future discussions or
agreement

between Israel and the
Palestinian i

C
Lebanon?

The move of the US Embassy from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem and Trump’s own
assertion that “Jerusalem is off the table”
confirm this assumption.

Another component of Trump’s “deal” is
to resolve the issue of refugees without
their repatriation and without respecting
international law, especially United
Nations Resolution 194, which calls for
the Right of Return for Palestinian
refugees who were driven from their
homes in historic Palestine in 1948, as
well as their descendants.

Many news reports have been pointing to
an elaborate American plot to downgrade
the status of refugees, to argue against UN
figures indicating their actual numbers and
to choke off UNRWA, the UN agency
responsible for the welfare of “Palestine
refugees”, from badly needed funds.

Lebanon has been a major platform for the
ongoing campaign targeting Palestinian
refugees, particularly because the refugee
population in that country is significant in
terms of numbers and their plight is most
urgent in terms of its need for a solution.
Indeed, there appears to be an active plan,
involving several parties, to deprive
Lebanon’s Palestinian population of their
refugee status and to circumvent the Right
of Return.

To some, this may seem like wishful
thinking, not least because such a right is
“inalienable”, and thus non-negotiable.
Yet, obviously, without refugees
demanding  their  legitimate  right
collectively, the issue could easily move
from being an urgent, tangible demand
into a sentimental wish that is impossible
to achie

This s
Lebanon’s
happening at an alarming rate, should
worry Palestinians more than any other
current issue.

why the depopulation of
refugee camps, which is

I spoke to Samaa Abu Sharar, a
Palestinian activist in Lebanon and the
director of the Majed Abu Sharar Media
Foundation. She told me that the topic of
conversation among refugees has changed
in recent years. “Whereas almost
everybody from young to old once spoke
about their wish of returning to Palestine
one day,” she explained, “at present the
majority, particularly the youth, only
express one wish: to leave for any other
country that will accept them.”

It is common knowledge
that Palestinian refugees
in Lebanon are
marginalized and
mistreated more than
most when compared

with  other  refugee Palestine
populations in  the
Middle East.

They are denied most basic human rights
enjoyed by Lebanese citizens or other
foreigners in Lebanon, and even rights
granted to refugees under international
conventions.

This includes the right to work, as they are
denied access to 72 different professions.

Apparently abandoned in a hopeless
situation, with a life of neglect and utter
misery in 12 UN-registered refugee camps
and a number of unofficial “gatherings”
across Lebanon, Palestini

Dr. Ramzy Baroud



now the si . Since t
start of the Syrian war in 2011, tens of
thousands more refugees have flooded the
camps, which already lacked most basic
services. Their misery was accentuated
further when UNRWA, under intense US
pressure and funding cuts, was forced to
cancel or downgrade many of its essential
services upon which refugees depend.

A suspiciously-timed census, the first of
its kind, by the Lebanese Central
Administration of Statistics and conducted
jointly with the Palestinian Central Bureau
of Statistics last December, resolved that
the number of Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon stands at only 175,000. The
timing was interesting because the survey
was conducted at a time that the US
Administration was keen to reduce the
“official” number of Palestinian refugees
in anticipation of any future agreement
between the PA and Israel. According to
UNRWA statistics, though, there are more
than 450,000 Palestinian refugees
registered with the agency in Lebanon
alone.

There is no denying that there has been an
increase in the number of Palestinian
refugees wanting to leave Lebanon. Some
have done so successfully, only to find
themselves contending with the stigma of
refugee status in Europe. As expected,
some have returned.

Clearly, there are those who are keen to
rid Lebanon of its Palestinian population.
Hence, the official disregard for the likes
of Ghalaini and their human trafficking
networks.

“There is more than one organized
network facilitating the migration of
Palestinians at prices that have recently
gone down to make it more accessible to a
larger number of people,” Abu Sharar told
me. The conclusion that many of these

Ignoring the miserable plight o
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon is now
coming at a heavy price. Relegating their
plight to “final status negotiations”, a pipe
dream that never materialised, is now
leading to a two-fold crisis: the suffering
of hundreds of thousands of people is
getting worse, and we are witnessing the
systematic destruction of one of the main
pillars of the Palestinian struggle — the
refugees’ inalienable Right of Return.

— Ramzy Baroud is a journalist, author
and editor of Palestine Chronicle. His
forthcoming book is ‘The Last Earth: A
Palestinian Story’ (Pluto Press, London).
Baroud has a Ph.D. in Palestine Studies
from the University of Exeter and is a
Non-Resident Scholar at Orfalea Center
for Global and International Studies,
University of California Santa Barbara.
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Palestine

To protest against the new measures, the Palestinian population

declared a general strike

UWhat: Palestine Land Day (Yawm Al-Ard)
When: 30 March
What happened?

On 30 March 1976 thousands of Palestinians from towns and villages in the Galilee region, northern Israel, marched in
protest against an Israeli order to confiscate land belonging to indigenous communities in the area. The equivalent of
2,000 hectares was ordered for appropriation.

Israel’s attempt to seize land was viewed as a continuation of the policy to “Judaise” the territory at the expense of
Palestinians. The vast majority (750,000) had already been expelled by Israel and the land and property they left behind
was seized by the Israeli government through dubious legal means.

To protest against the new measures, the Palestinian population declared a general strike.

What happened next?
Israeli security forces reacted by deploying the army, border police and armoured units to the Palestinian villages. Violent
confrontations ensued resulting in six deaths and injuries to over one hundred people.

Historians documenting the incident reported that Israeli forces broke into Palestinian villages and coordinated operations
against protestors in a manner usually seen in combat, despite the fact that the protestors were citizens of Israel expressing
their outrage against state oppression.

The event has been marked annually since as Yawm Al-Ard or Land Day. Palestinians hold vigils and plant trees in
solidarity with those who lost their lives resisting Israeli aggression.

The Land Day protest is regarded as a major turning point as it was the first time that Palestinians within Israel, who had
lived under martial law since Israel’s founding, had mobilised to resist ongoing land theft.

Commemorative events are held by Palestinians across the world as further reaffirmation of the unity between Palestinians
who remained and those who were expelled by Israel. The vigils also draw attention to the continuation of the poli
settler-colonialism and “Judaisation” that has been aggressively pursued by subsequent Israeli gove

founding of the country to this dayldQd.




dealing with

Palestinian refugees

UThe document published by the
Lebanese Palestinian Dialogue Committee
(LPDC), which is attached to the office of
the Lebanese Presidency of the Council of
Ministers, is considered one of the most
important documents in which the
Lebanese of almost all political
affiliations made a common approach on
how to deal with Palestinian refugees. It
was published in January 2017, and was
entitled, “A unified Lebanese vision for
the Palestinian refugees affairs in
Lebanon.” This was the fruit of over 50
meetings held by the Working Group
formed by LPDC, along almost two years.

The importance of this document lies in
its comprehensiveness, dealing objectively
with most of the issues of the Palestinian
refugees in Lebanon, and that most
Lebanese political forces approved it and
ratified it.

These are the Future Movement, the
Progressive Socialist Party, Hezbollah,
Amal Movement, Free Patriotic
Movement, the Lebanese Forces, and even
the Lebanese Phalanges Party, which
approved most of its articles, but did not
sign it. Hence, the document practically
represents an overwhelming majority of
all sects (Sunni, Shia, Christians,
Druze...), making it easier for its
recommendations to be converted into
laws and resolutions. However, two years
since its launch, no practical procedure
was taken to alleviate many aspects of the
sufferings that the document admitted and
has offered reasonable approaches to deal
with.

This document was preceded by another,
issued by the Lebanese-Palestinian
Dialogue Forum of the Common Space
Initiative, in which representatives of
several major Lebanese parties, and a
number of Lebanese and Palestinian
specialists, participated. After a labour of
two years, and on 29 October 2013, this
document was issued, offering good
solutions and approaches for the treatment
of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon.

The aggravation of the Palestinian refugee
crisis, their continuous suffering over
many years, their deprivation of several
human, civil, social and economic rights —
guaranteed in international human rights
systems and treaties, along with the slow
and disruptive pace of solution procedures
— even those agreed upon, form a
phenomena that characterises the situation
of Palestinian refuge in Lebanon.

The Palestinians in Lebanon are deprived
from their right to work in many jobs,
professions and disciplines, hence they
have a hard time to earn their living,
including most of those with university
majors. This suffering began in 1963, and
over time more procedures were enacted,
complicating and  aggravating  it,
especially in 1982 and afterwards. Then,
some Lebanese forces tried to solve the
issue, however, the procedures remained
few and easily disrupted.

In 2005, the then Labour Minister Trad
Hamadah announced the easing of work
permit restrictions on Palestinians, and in

ese parliament granted

bene ily allowances. They also
did not lift the ban on the syndicated
professions in Lebanon, and they are
many (medicine, engineering, law,
accounting... and others), where only the
Lebanese could apply. Consequently, the
Palestinians actually did not apply for
work permits and social security... and
most of them continued to work illegally,
if they found an opportunity to work in the
first place.

In 2001, this problem was aggravated
when the Lebanese parliament issued a
law denying the Palestinians the right to
own property in Lebanon. Consequently,
they have become unable to bequeath their
property (that was already owned before
2001) to their heirs.

This suffering led to a mass emigration
drain in the Palestinian refugee society in
Lebanon.

Many emigrated, especially university
graduates and professionals, in search of
livelihood, decreasing their numbers in
Lebanon.

The number of
UNRWA registered
refugees in Lebanon is
about 550,000, whereas

their actual number
barely approaches half |Pr Mohsen Saleh
this number (250,000). Palestine

It should be noted here that in 2017, the
Lebanese census of Palestinian refugees
residents in Lebanon is placed the number
at 175,000.

The suffering of Palestinian refugee
camps (RCs) was aggravated by the stri
measures taken by
authorities




maintaining security and preventing
unauthorised construction..., they
tightened the entry and exit controls, and
prohibited the entry of building materials
except in some very rare cases. This was
implemented at a time when the RCs were
suffering from serious overcrowding, poor
housing  conditions™ and  insufficient
infrastructure.

The measures caused further increase in
unemployment rates leading to the
widespread poverty, and attempts by
various parties to recruit the refugees in
order to disrupt the security and stability
of the country.

Security and sectarianism were at the core
of dealing with the refugees on the
ground. Moreover, the lack of proper
regulation of work has led the Lebanese
state to lose many sources of income, for
the refugees were not integrated into the
official system of work to ensure their
natural rights, and to receive from them
the appropriate taxes and fees.

The LPDC document has tackled most of
the problems mentioned above, and has
adopted four reference frameworks:
Committing to the Lebanese Constitution

and the National Accord Document,
guaranteeing the Lebanese greater
national interests, committing to the

Human Rights system, and confirming the
values of sovereignty, independence, and
coexistence.

It introduced suitable definitions of the
Palestinian refugee and resettlement,
which were controversial among the
Lebanese. The definition of refugees
included the refugees of 1948, who are
registered with the UNRWA in Lebanon;
those registered at the Ministry of Interior
and Municipalities; and undocumented
Palestinian refugees identified by the
Lebanese authorities within the Non-ID
category. As for the resettlement of
refugees, it was defined as granting
Palestinian  refugees the Lebanese
nationality collectively, or individually, by
virtue of an imposed decision in the
context of a regional or international
settlement.

The document rejected resettlement (as
did the Palestinians), believed in
preserving the human rights of Palestinian
refugees, granting them their economic
and social rights, enhancing the RCs
conditions, and ‘“humanising” security
procedures, where dealing. with RCs
should not be limited to the security
aspect, but must also include political
matters, services and human right issues.

The Working Group agreed on the
Palestinians’ right to work and have social
security, which would cover medical
treatment and other services, and on the
need to address the right to own property,
without providing full and clear details of
this approach.

The document positively agreed on the
Palestinian refugees’ right of peaceful
political action, and called for facilitating
the activity of civil society organisations
working to enhance the Palestinian
national identity within legal frameworks.

It supported the existence of
representative committees in RCs that
would provide services to the refugees.

It was pointed out in the document that
these rights must be granted as long as
they take into account Lebanon’s greater
interest, human rights conventions, the

interests of Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon, and the Lebanese realistic
abilities.

It is clear that various Lebanese sides feel
the dangers of resettlement and the need
to coordinate with the Palestinians to
confront it. They know, as well, the
deficiencies in the Lebanese laws and
regulations concerning the Palestinians,
and the ensuing problems that negatively
affected the Lebanese environment itself,
whether politically, economically, socially
or security wise. As a result, this
document was designed to present suitable
solutions to many issues.

As for the Lebanese state of affairs, it is
burdened with its own concerns,
problems, internal balances and external
interventions, thus making the Palestinian

refugees’ case of least priority, placing it
on a long waiting list to reach the
parliament.

One notes that the agreement on a
president took more than two years, the
prime minister-designate could not form
the government even after nine months
has passed since the elections, and
“collecting the trash” took months of
negotiations and bargains, and the same
case applies on electricity... and applies
on others. Consequently, those concerned
with the Palestinian refugees must know
that they are dealing with a system that is
slow, having sects and parties that are
politically and materially sensitive, and
affected by regional and international
factors.

In such a system, it is easy for any party to
obstruct procedures under different
pretexts, in a country that is basically
based on consensus and on building
internal alliances in which some parties
are forced to respond to the requests or
concerns of their partners and political
allies, albeit contrary to their own
convictions.

Experience has shown that many parties
speak individually of their support of
refugees and about alleviating their
suffering, but do not take any effective
steps in the Parliament in that regard.

The document has stated that one of the
criteria to be committed to Palestinian
rights is taking into consideration
Lebanese realistic abilities.

This is a correct statement, however,
assessing these abilities is controversial,
for some parties may be strict in their
interpretation of the document thus
emptying it of its content. Furthermore,
the ministers exercise broad powers in
their ministries, and as a result, they can
disrupt any procedure or reduce its
impact, according to the positions of their
parties, their own interpretation of the text
(which has many interpretations), and by
exploiting loopholes in the texts.

It’s important to emphasise that the issue
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In addition,
Palestinian refugee community have
negative impact on the whole Lebanese
community.

At the same time, the Palestinians in
Lebanon and all those who support their
rights, must not stop their initiatives,
follow ups, and hard work, in order to
bring the Palestinian refugees issue to the
fore of the agendas in Lebanon. Secondly,
they must build trust with Lebanese
parties that have their own concerns, by
presenting facts and information that
would ease these concerns and overcome
the negative historical legacy.

Thirdly, the refugee issue can be
presented within the context of searching
for the common ground that is in the
interests of all parties.

Fourthly, there’s nothing wrong if one
starts with consensus issues and those
which can be easily implemented, and
then move to more complex issues.

Fifthly, crystallising procedures into laws
and the wunequivocal drafting of
legislations is very important to prevent
the use of ambiguity or loopholes to
disrupt or impede the integrity and smooth
implementation U
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Intent

Sandra Watfa

Palestine

I have seen
the invisible
heard the inaudible
eaten the inedible and
lived the unliveable.
Been plucked and
thrust and
flung from
pillar
to post,
cussed and
dissed and
shunned
by most
Though my feet stand
on foreign soil,
my sight is fixed on
alighting Home;
To all who have
traded in
my country's name,
and tried to fix
themselves in vain
checking the label, not
the Intent:
pick someone else's cause
and vent.
sixty eight years are
quite enough
to go it
alone,
accompanied by no one's shadow but
one's own.
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